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Forward

Colliding Dreams the film, tells the dramatic story of the modern Zionist movement  - the 
Jewish national re-birth in its historical homeland in Palestine. It is one of the most dramatic 
stories of national re-birth that the world has ever seen. And it is a history fraught with con-
flict. The very legitimacy of the Zionist idea – and the State of Israel – are questioned more 
today than ever before. For some, Israel has lost its lofty aura although it remains a glue that 
binds many Jews. The debate over Israel - triggered by the latest war or terrorist attack or 
national election – is often guided by emotion rather than substance, by fear, anger or deep 
loyalty rather than a thorough understanding of Zionism and its history, going back to ancient 
times. This study guide is an attempt to bring these issues and the questions they raise to the 
forefront of a conversation that can be held in both educational settings and public forums. 

Drawing on the latest historical scholarship, the film Colliding Dreams was created to address 
the need for an exploration and conversation of Zionism’s history. Exploring Zionism’s inter-
nal battles as well as the continuing conflict between Jews and Palestinians, the film includes 
a wide range of Israeli Jewish and Palestinian views. In making the film, we did not seek to 
provide answers, but instead to provoke thoughtful and meaningful discussion on the fraught 
topic of Israel. We are proud to say that the film, which had its North American theatrical 
release in 2016, has received overwhelmingly positive reviews from the secular press, from 
Jewish educators and from the Palestinian press. Stuart Klawans in The Nation magazine called 
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it “as good a history of Zionism as we’re likely to get: sophisticated, judicious, attentive to a 
wide range of viewpoints…” 

By using the film Colliding Dreams as a central text of a classroom study, we strive to create a 
coherent and powerful antidote to the lack of knowledge our children as young adults bring to 
the debates playing out on campuses and cities around the world. Our goal is create a rich and 
flexible educational guide which will accompany the film. In creating this guide we are center-
ing it around an approach to Israel that is geared to a contemporary Jewry.

We are living at a time of increasing alienation from Israel and the end of a more uniform per-
spective on the Jewish national home. Rather than teaching a one-dimensional patriotic loyal-
ty, we hope to engage students and adults in a process of inquiry and encourage a thoughtful 
relationship to the State of Israel that can evolve and adapt over the course of a lifetime. 

Joseph Dorman and Oren Rudavsky

Stream Colliding Dreams here   Purchase a DVD of Colliding Dreams here

https://www.google.com/search?ei=OtbxW9vcKqa2jwS-krqICQ&q=colliding+dreams+streaming&oq=colliding+dreams+&gs_l=psy-ab.1.0.35i39j0i20i263l2j0l3j0i22i30l4.9659.13217..15974...1.0..0.127.371.0j3......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i71j0i30.-WB3CKqd7Ns
https://www.kinolorberedu.com/film/collidingdreams
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Introduction

This film and the accompanying guide provide teachers with educational materials that explore 
the complicated history of the birth of modern day Zionism and the State of Israel and the 
issues that arise today as a result of this pivotal moment in Jewish history. The compilation of 
voices that have been captured on this film, although certainly not exhaustive, allow teacher 
and student to explore contemporary Zionism through the many lenses of those directly im-
pacted by this history and the present circumstances and political debates that exist today.

Teachers who are seeking materials that allow their students to struggle with the many com-
plexities of the creation of a Jewish State within a system of democratic values are often at a 
loss as to how to approach some of the difficult conversations and questions that are raised by 
the study of the creation of the State of Israel and the climate of political unrest that surrounds 
it. Our intention is to challenge students’ thinking about complex questions and be motivated 
to ponder the dilemmas and go beyond the simple answers. The hope is that the film will pro-
mote individual reflection and group conversation.

Each section of the study guide is aligned with a segment of the film. Teachers can pick and 
choose which segments within the 2 hour and 15 minute documentary they want to use, or 
they could use the film and study guide in its entirety. The materials presented in this guide 
and the supplementary material available on the website will provide historical context and 
discussion questions that can be combined with other suggested resources. Each lesson, which 
could be one class period or extend over 2-3 class periods, will provide the teachers with guid-
ing questions, suggested background material and supplementary resources, and pedagogical 
strategies educators could use as a discrete lesson(s) or as a separate unit by the teacher to ac-
company the study guide. This study guide could serve as a supplement to an already existing 
course on Israel and the history of Zionism or as a unit that stands alone.

Jan Darsa – Study Guide Writer
Former Director of Jewish Education

Facing History and Ourselves
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Jews in the Land of Israel 

By Yehuda Amichai
Translated By Chana Bloch

We forget where we came from. Our Jewish

names from the Exile give us away,

bring back the memory of flower and fruit, medieval cities,

metals, knights who turned to stone, roses,

spices whose scent drifted away, precious stones, lots of red,

handicrafts long gone from the world

(the hands are gone too).

Circumcision does it to us,

as in the Bible story of Shechem and the sons of Jacob,

so that we go on hurting all our lives.



3 Colliding Dreams Study Guide Jews in the Land of Israel 

Yehuda Amichai, “Jews in the Land of Israel” from The Poetry of Yehuda Amichai. Copyright © 2015 by Yehuda Amichai. 

Reprinted by permission of Hana Amichai. Source: The Poetry of Yehuda Amichai (Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2015)

What are we doing, coming back here with this pain?

Our longings were drained together with the swamps,

the desert blooms for us, and our children are beautiful.

Even the wrecks of ships that sank on the way

reached this shore,

even winds did. Not all the sails.

What are we doing

in this dark land with its

yellow shadows that pierce the eyes?

(Every now and then someone says, even after forty

or fifty years: “The sun is killing me.”)

What are we doing with these souls of mist, with these names,

with our eyes of forests, with our beautiful children,

with our quick blood?

Spilled blood is not the roots of trees

but it’s the closest thing to roots

we have.
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Key Historic Moments in the Film

70
The Roman destruction of the Second Temple and of Jerusalem after rebellions in 66
and the date associated with nearly two thousand years of Jewish exile in the diaspora,
i.e. outside of the traditional Jewish homeland.

1881-1882
Pogroms erupt throughout the Russian Pale of Settlement initiating the worst anti-
Jewish violence in three hundred years.

1882
Russian Physician Leon Pinsker publishes his pamphlet “Auto-Emancipation” urging
Jews to seek national independence.

1882
The First Aliyah or wave of immigration by Zionist pioneers to the former lands of Israel,
now Turkish controlled, begins.

1897
Viennese journalist and playwright Theodor Herzl organizes the First Zionist Congress
in Basel and creates the Zionist Organization in an attempt to win the approval of the
great European powers for the establishment of a Jewish State.

1905
The Second Aliyah begins, following the failed Russian Revolution. Steeped in socialist
ideology, these pioneers begin creating the first Kibbutzim or communal farms. Out of
this group will come David Ben Gurion and the future leadership of the Yishuv (Jewish
settlement) and of the future State of Israel.

1917
Britain issues the Balfour Declaration promising a homeland for the Jewish People in
what will become Mandate Palestine following British victory over the Turks in World
War I.
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1934 -1945
Aliyah Bet begins, as Jews, under pressure from growing anti-Semitism and ultimately
the Final Solution are smuggled into Palestine against British restrictions.

1935
Vladimir Jabotinsky resigns from the Zionist Organization and creates Revisionist
Zionism. Jabotinsky insists on a maximalist nationalism and a Jewish State over all the
lands of ancient Israel.

1936-1939
The Arab Revolt, a nationalist uprising, begins as Arab citizens demand independence
and violently protest Jewish immigration to Palestine and their plans for a future Jewish
State.

1939
Britain issues The White Paper in response to the Arab Revolt severely limiting Jewish
immigration to Palestine and rejecting the idea of a future Jewish state in the land.

November 1947
The newly created United Nations votes in favor of partition of Palestine into Jewish and
Arab states. Palestinians reject partition as unfair and attacks are launched on Jewish
settlements. A civil war erupts between Palestinians and Jews.

May 1948
David Ben Gurion announces the creation of the State of Israel and becomes its first
Prime Minister. Surrounding Arab nations including Egypt, Syria and Jordan invade
initiating an Israel Pan Arab War.

July 1949
The war comes to an end with a truce, though Arab nations do not recognize the new
Israeli State. Israel has added to the lands granted it by the United Nations. The lands
given for a Palestinian State are annexed to Egypt and Jordan leaving Palestinians
without a state of their own. Israelis call it the War of Independence and Palestinians,
The Nakhba or Catastrophe.
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1964
The Palestine Liberation Organization is formed under Egyptian auspices but is soon
taken over by Yasser Arafat and his Fatah Organization who become the defacto
leaders of Palestinian nationalism. Over the next years, it stages a series of spectacular
hijackings and high profile terrorist attacks as a means of bringing the Palestinian cause
to world attention.

June 1967
Increasing tensions between Israel and its neighbors and the marshalling of Egyptian
troops in the formally UN occupied neutral zone in the Sinai leads Israel to attack Egypt
and Syria. Six days later the war ends in Jewish victory and the occupation of the Sinai
Peninsula, the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. Palestinians find themselves under
Israeli occupation but united for the first time since 1949.

September 1967
Young Israelis, with the government’s permission, resettle Kfar Etzion just over the
green line in the West Bank. The land had been home to a former Jewish settlement
whose residents had been killed and fled during the 1948-49 war.

October 1973
Israel is attacked on Yom Kippur by Egypt and Syria whose forces reach deep into
Israeli territory before being repelled causing tremendous loss of life on all sides.

1974
Gush Emunim, the Block of the Faithful, a group of young Orthodox Jews formed in the
wake of the Yom Kippur war successfully battle Yitzhach Rabin’s Labor Government to
form a new settlement deep in the West Bank.

June 1977
Menachem Begin and his Likud Coalition, heir to Jabotinsky’s revisionist movement,
come to power, marking the first time a non-Labor government has ruled. Begin is an
outspoken proponent of West Bank Settlement.

1978
Peace Now is formed to pressure Menachem Begin to sign a peace deal with Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat and give back the Sinai Peninsula. After Peace is achieved
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between the two states at Camp David, Peace Now becomes a leading opponent of
Gush Emunim and the Settler Movement.

1987
The First Intifada or Uprising erupts in Gaza and then the West Bank, as young
Palestinians challenge Israeli Forces soon joined by adults and ultimately by the
Palestine Liberation Organization itself.

1991-1992
In the wake of the Intifadah, Israeli and Palestinian negotiators meet officially for the first
time resulting in the signing of the Oslo Peace Accords between Yitzhak Rabin and
Yasser Arafat. The Palestinian Authority is established in the West Bank and Gaza
though Israel continues to militarily occupy the land.

1995
Yitzhak Rabin is assassinated by Yigal Amir a Jewish Orthodox Extremist who felt that
Rabin had betrayed the cause of Greater Israel and the Settlement Movement and the
Jewish People.

1996-present
Despite early hopes for a two state solution to the Israeli Palestinian conflict, the
process breaks down as settlement building by Israelis continues, and terror attacks by
Palestinians persist.  In 2000 talks between Israelis and Palestinians collapse and a
Second Intifada led by suicide bombings breaks out leading to the construction of a
separation barrier that still stands today. A new round of peace talks fail again in 2008.
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PART I

The Zionist Idea (From film opening to 37 minutes)

At the end of the 19th century, after 2000 
years of exile in the diaspora, Jews began 
returning to Palestine. There were always 
Jews in the area called Palestine, but after 
the destruction of the Second Temple in the 
second century CE, most Jews dispersed to 
other lands and there hadn’t been a sovereign 
Jewish state since then. With nations demand-
ing independence from crumbling empires, 
in Europe Jews too had a dream to return to 
a land that had long been part of their history 
and liturgy, part of their longing and imagina-

tion, and part of something they could call their own.

There are many reasons why, after 2000 years of living in the Diaspora, Jews, particularly the 
Jews of Europe, began to seriously consider leaving their homes of the past centuries to jour-
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ney to a place that was far from “home”. It often meant leaving family behind, leaving what was 
“comfortable”, something they were familiar with, to venture to a place they had never been or 
seen. At the time, what became known as Palestine was occupied by the Ottoman Empire. At 
the turn of the 20th century, there was little industry, few urban centers, no established Jewish 
schools, and the landscape and the conditions were harsh compared to European centers of 
life. Medical care and governmental supports barely existed in the area. Yet, the dream of what 
“could be” combined with the political climate in Europe led a few thousand to take the risk, 
leave everything they knew behind, and make what was an arduous journey to the land with 
the hope that they would be important players in a new history and new life they would create 
for themselves and for the Jewish people.

At the time, the area was populated by a majority of Arabs, who had been living under foreign 
rule for centuries. For two thousand years the people of the area, mainly Arabs, but also small 
Jewish communities, lived under the Roman, Greek, Byzantine and Ottoman empires. There 
was never a sovereign or independent Arab state in what would become Palestine. At the time 
of the first Aliyah (the influx of Jews immigrating to Palestine) in 1882, the people of Palestine 
were living under Ottoman rule.  The people living in this area were living in a land controlled 
mainly by an absentee landlord who provided very little help or services to its inhabitants.
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Jews of Palestine 636-1880
In 1500 there were an estimated 10,000 Jews 
living in the Safed Region.
1563 - Establishment of a Hebrew printing 
press, the first printing press on the Asian 
continent.
1100 A.D - Jews take part in defense of Haifa 
against the Crusaders.
1191 - The Jews were driven out by the Cru-
saders. Many move to Jerusalem.
1099 A.D - Jews take part in the defense of 
Jerusalem against the Crusaders, fighting 
alongside the Arabs.
1211 - Several Rabbis from France and En-
gland settle here.
1267 - Rambam settles, and establishes a 
synagogue. During the next five centuries, 
Jerusalem is reinstated as a center of Jewish 
learning.
Some Jews sought a new homeland here after 
their expulsion from Spain (1492), Lithuania 
(1495), Portugal, Sicily and Sardinia (1497), 
Rhodes (1502) and Naples (1541).
24 Feb, 1799 - The Jewish community flees to 
Hebron on the eve of Napoleon’s entry into 
Jerusalem.
By 1880 the Jews formed the majority of the 
population of Jersualem.

Jerusalem was conquered by Muslim Arabs in 637 A.D. From 637 to 1099, the Arabs some-
times ill-treated and were sometimes tolerant towards their Jewish subjects. From 1099 to 
1291, the Christian Crusaders mercilessly persecuted and slaughtered the Jews of Palestine. 
The Mameluks (Muslims) who ousted the Crusaders in 1291, and ruled until 1516, at times 
encouraged Jewish settlement, and many Jews came to Palestine to escape from Christian 
persecution in Europe. After 1517, under the Ottoman Turks, the Jews of Europe continued to 
seek refuge in Palestine from Christian persecution and expulsion, despite spasmodic ill-treat-
ment by their Muslim rulers.
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Jewish Settlement in Palestine 
1880-1914
Between 1880 and 1914 over sixty thousand 
Jews entered Palestine, mostly from Russia, 
Galicia, Rumania and Poland. The victims of 
persecution and discrimination, they sought 
a new homeland and a new security under 
Turkish rule. Many settled on wasteland, 
sand-dunes and malarial marsh, which they 
then drained, irrigated and farmed. In 1909 
a group of Jews founded the first entirely 
Jewish town, Tel Aviv, on the sand-hills north 
of Jaffa. The Jews purchased their land piece-
meal, from European, Turkish and principal-
ly Arab landlords, mostly at high prices.

Between 1880 and 1903 over 25,000 Jews 
reached Palestine mostly from Russia, and 
settled on the land. Almost half of them left 
the country within several years of their 
arrival. Between 1904 and 1914 a further 
40,000 Jews arrived from eastern Europe, 
many of whom worked as hired laborers both 
on the land and in the towns. This ‘second’ 
Aliyah formed the first Jewish political par-
ties in Palestine and laid the foundations of a 
Hebrew press and modern Hebrew literature.

Amman

Nablus

Jaffa
Tel Aviv

Gaza

Damascus    

Jerusalem

Safed

Tiberias

Acre

Haifa

Hebron
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Jericho
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Mt. Gerizim

Approximate Populations 1880
476,000 Arabs
24,000 Jews

Approximate Populations 1914
500,000 Arabs
90,000 Jews
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“Colliding Dreams” tells some of the stories of how and why people came to what is now 
called Israel. It also tells the stories of what and who they encountered when they arrived. 
Through the voices in the film, we learn about the motivations of the Jewish people who left 
their countries of origin to come to a new homeland that had so many different meanings to 
each of them and the voices and reactions of this new reality by some of the Arab peoples who 
were already there and had been there for generations. This film provides us the opportunity to 
listen to these voices and explore both the complicated history as well as the current situation 
that has resulted from this history. Although the film offers no solution to the crisis that un-
folded and continues to unfold even today, it opens the door to examine and discuss the dilem-
mas that exist when dreams collide.

The film opens with a moment of silence on Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day), a day in 
which the nation of Israel remembers its fallen soldiers and victims of terror. The first half hour 
of the film sets the stage. The film moves quickly from the many rationales Jews had for com-
ing to Palestine in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, to the obstacles and challenges they 
faced when they arrived. In part 1 of the film, we learn about the birth of modern day Zionism 
as a political movement under the leadership and vision of Theodore Herzl, and we are ex-
posed to the opposition they faced by both their fellow Jews and their Arab neighbors. We hear 
about the hopes they had for a better life, the alternatives some Jews sought to Zionism, and 
the different visions they came with as they thought to create “the new Jew”. 
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Part 1, Lesson 1

Zionism

Discussion:
Ask students what they know about Zionism. What questions do they have that they hope this 
film will address? What would they like to know about Zionism? Is Zionism one thing or many 
things? Does Zionism represent continuity or discontinuity in Jewish History? Ask them to 
begin a journal for private observations.
Have students watch the first 35 minutes of the film. After viewing the film, ask them to write a 
response to the following questions:

Why do you think the film opens with a scene from the commemorative holiday of Yom Haz-
ikaron? (Memorial Day)

In the beginning of the film there is a shot of Masada. What do you know about Masada that 
may make this scene significant, keeping in mind that the film makers have a purpose for 
each scene and each interview?

While watching the film, what were some of the reasons people gave for the need for a Jewish 
homeland? Who were some of the people (both Jews and Arabs) in the film opposed to the 
idea of Jews returning to the land of Palestine and why?
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How does the opening Yehuda Amichai poem connect with the Jewish return to Zion and 
what does it suggest about the challenges of that return? 

Write a response of your own to what you have heard so far and then pair/share some of your 
answers with someone else.

Discuss: What are some of the challenges in leaving “home” and going to a new place and 
how does the opening poem of Yehuda Amichai connect with the theme of the transition from 
one place to another?

View
Show Sam Bak’s painting “Alone” and 
discuss how this painting, by a Holo-
caust survivor, illuminates the idea of 
the necessity of a Jewish homeland.

 

A Literary perspective: “Eli, Eli,” written in 1942 while in Palestine; her most famous poem.

My God, My God, I pray that these things never end,
The sand and the sea,

The rustle of the waters,
Lightning of the Heavens,

The prayer of Man. 
The voice called, and I went.

I went, because the voice called. 

Hannah Senesh 
1942

“Alone”, courtesy of Samuel Bak, Pucker Gallery
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Hannah Senesh was a young woman who immigrated to Palestine from Hungary in order to 
become an Israeli pioneer. She joined the British underground and agreed to parachute into 
Hungary in order to warn her fellow Jews of the danger they faced. She was caught by the Na-
zis and executed.

How does Hannah’s poem explain leaving home and her beloved mother and coming to Pales-
tine. How does it differ from Sam Bak’s painting in its message? 
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Part 1, Lesson 2

The Challenges and Opportunities to “Coming Home”

Hillel Halkin
What Zionists wanted to do was to normalize Jewish existence...to put an end to this feeling 
of a gulf separating Jews and other people, to make us like other people, and to enable us to 
feel the kinship with other people that we hadn’t felt in the past because we were always super 
conscious of our differences. And Zionism, in this sense, was really an attempt to bring about 
a revolution in Jewish life. But, on the whole, I would’ve liked to see the Zionist revolution go 
further, and succeed more. 

Orly Noy
I heard once somebody describing Zionism as a ‘person escaping a burning building jumping 
out of the window and falling on somebody else’s head’. I think that’s a fair description of Zi-
onism. I mean it’s materializing the very critical moment, I think, in the Jewish history but we 
never really dealt with the consequences.

Aryeh Eldad
If we are not here because of what’s written in the Bible, if we are not here because this is the 
land that God promised to the Jewish people, then…we have no good reason to live here. We 
are the soldiers of this messianic period in-in time. We have to win this war. Nobody will win 
it for us. Then, when we will be able to win all the wars and to build the temple, then we will 
know that Messiah came.

Yuli Tami
I still remember the years that coming from Israel was something that was…envious. People 
will ask you about Israel, about the kibbutz, about the new reality, and it was very attractive 
and seemed so glamorous and so just and so worthy. And it turned into something people are 
shy about, and not speaking Hebrew on the train, or not being identified as Israelis. And it’s a 
sad moment for us. This is exactly what we didn’t want to happen, and it’s happening.

Hanan Ashrawi
Zionism succeeded in building a powerful country. It is the strongest militarily in the region. It 
has scientific achievements. It could draw on brains and mindsets from all over the world. And 
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you could look at Israel and say it’s a success story. Superficially it is, but where has it failed? It 
has failed because it existed on the negation of the Palestinians as human beings with rights, 
with a history, with a culture. It is extremely oppressive also because it is exclusive.

Moshe Halbertal
The religious Orthodox disagreement with Zionism is this idea that we are either in exile or 
in redemption. Human agency cannot take us out of that condition. And Zionism is kind of 
almost a Promethean revolt against Jewish destiny in history.

Jonathan Miller
I think Zionism, at the base of it, is very important. We said: Okay. The world doesn’t seem to 
accept Jews as they are. We’ve seen this for thousands of years. So, let’s build a country for the 
Jews. I think the vision was living in peace with everyone around us, and getting out of the 
ghetto, not building a great big ghetto just for us. The end is that the Jewish people can live 
securely as a people, but that’s the end of it. Once you get that normality, Zionism is over. It’s a 
process that should have an end.

Palestinian Cafe Patron
Since the days of the Prophet Europeans have tried to occupy Palestine and Jerusalem and have 
failed. This movement to control the Palestinian people. On orders from Europe. They put it as 
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a thorn in the thigh of the Middle East on orders from Europe. What can we say about a move-
ment that occupied the soil and dispersed almost a million people… It’s a Fascist movement. 

Meron Benvenisti
I also have memories of the paradox, because the land was at that time occupied by Arabs, and 
we met Arabs, so in my mind, the old Arab civilization that my father wanted to erase became 
part of me.

Discussion:
1) There are many varied opinions of both Jews and Arabs reflected in these voices as they 
comment on Zionism- its meaning, its rationale, its implications . Discuss what some of those 
opinions and thoughts are and how you interpret and feel about the one(s) you read. The open-
ing of the film quotes the playwright, Motti Lerner, who talks about the Hebrew word Tikkun, 
which implies there is a brokenness in the world that needs to be repaired. Why do you think 
the filmmakers chose this quote as the opening lines? What might they be suggesting is bro-
ken? Do any of the above quotes suggest in any way what might be broken?

2) There are different kinds of Zionism and varied reasons for the growth of the modern Zion-
ist movement expressed by some of the people quoted. What are some of the reasons people 
gave for turning to Zionism as an answer to some of the problems and challenges they faced? 
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Explore the role antisemitism, assimilation, pogroms, and the 2000 year exile have played in 
the Zionist movement?

3) How did the Zionist movement fit into the world stage at the end of the 19th and beginning 
of the 20th centuries? Where did we see other nationalist movements occurring around the 
globe and particularly in Europe? Does Zionism differ from other Nationalist movements? 
Explain.

4) What is the connection between the bible and Zionism and how does that differ from the 
more “secular” Zionist view? We see both secular and Messianic Zionism expressed in these 
quotes. Discuss.

5) The title of the film is “Colliding Dreams”. The narrator says that Zionism has given birth 
to conflicting dreams and competing visions. What does that mean, according to some of the 
quotes you have read and some of the film footage you have seen?

6) How has Zionism changed over the years, according to some of the people quoted? (look at 
Yuli Tamir’s quote in particular)

7) Gadi Taub says that his grandmother left a comfortable life to live in a tent and make gravel. 
He said she understood the price of becoming a liberated individual was giving up your Jewish 
identity. Do you agree with this or not in terms of Jewish life in Europe pre-world war II? Do 
you feel this is true in our own society? Rabbi Yoel Bin Nun called Jewish existence in the Dias-
pora “The spaceship of exile” and he said it became cracked and the community of the Diaspo-
ra began to fall apart. Do you agree? Do you think that’s true today?

8) The Arab voices in this part of the film, the cafe patrons and Hanan Ashwari, have very 
negative views on Zionism. Discuss their reasons for this and think about how this very real 
opposition can be discussed and responded to in a way that could construct a more positive 
narrative and future.

Class Activity
There are many quotes here. Teachers can select all or some of the quotes for this activity.
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Big Paper

Building a Silent Conversation
Rationale 
This discussion strategy uses writing and silence as tools to help students explore a topic in 
depth. In a Big Paper discussion, students write out their responses to a stimulus, such as a 
quotation or historical document. This process slows down students’ thinking and gives them 
an opportunity to focus on the views of others. It also creates a visual record of students’ 
thoughts and questions that you can refer to later in a course. You can use this strategy both 
to engage students who are not as likely to participate in a verbal discussion and to help make 
sure that students who are eager to talk, listen carefully to the ideas of their classmates. After 
they participate in this activity several times, students’ comfort, confidence, and skill in using 
this method increases.

Procedure 
1. Select a stimulus for discussion.
2. First, you will need to select the “stimulus”—the material that students will respond to. A 

stimulus might consist of questions, quotations, historical documents, excerpts from nov-
els, poetry, or images. Groups can all be given the same stimulus for discussion, but more 
often they are each given a different text related to the same theme. This activity works best 
when students are working in pairs or triads. Each group also needs a sheet of big poster 
paper that can fit a written conversation and added comments. In the middle of each of 
these, tape or write the “stimulus” (image, quotation, excerpt, etc.) that will be used to spark 
the students’ discussion.

3. Prepare students.
4. Inform the class that this activity will be completed in silence. All communication is done 

in writing. Students should be told that they will have time to speak in pairs and in the 
large groups later. Go over all of the instructions at the beginning so that they do not ask 
questions during the activity. Also, before the activity starts, the teacher should ask students 
if they have questions, to minimize the chance that students will interrupt the silence once 
it has begun. You can also remind students of their task as they begin each new step.

5. Students comment on their group’s Big Paper.
6. Each group receives a Big Paper and each student gets a marker or pen. Some teachers 

have each student use a different color to make it easier to see the back-and-forth flow of a 
conversation. The groups read the text (or look at the image) in silence. After students have 
read, they are to comment on the text and ask questions of each other in writing on the Big 
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Paper. The written conversation must start on the topic of the text but can stray wherev-
er the students take it. If someone in the group writes a question, another member of the 
group should address the question by writing on the Big Paper. Students can draw lines 
connecting a comment to a particular question. Make sure students know that more than 
one of them can write on the Big Paper at the same time. The teacher can determine the 
length of this step, but it should be at least 15 minutes.

7. Students comment on other groups’ Big Papers.
8. Still working in silence, students leave their groups and walk around reading the other Big 

Papers. Students bring their marker or pen with them and can write comments or further 
questions for thought on other Big Papers. Again, you can determine the length of time for 
this step based on the number of Big Papers and your knowledge of the students.

9. Students return to their group’s Big Paper - Silence is broken.
10. The groups reassemble back at their own Big Paper. They should look at any new comments 

written by others. Now they can have a free verbal conversation about the text, their own 
comments, what they read on other papers, and the comments their fellow students wrote 
for them. At this point, you might ask students to take out their journals and identify a 
question or comment that stands out to them.

11. Discuss as a class.
12. Finally, debrief the process with the large group. The conversation can begin with a simple 

prompt such as, “What did you learn from doing this activity?” This is the time to delve 
deeper into the content and use ideas on the Big Papers to draw out students’ thoughts. The 
discussion can also touch upon the importance and difficulty of staying silent and students’ 
level of comfort with this activity.

Variations 
1. Little Paper: With a Little Paper activity, the “stimulus” (question, excerpt, quotation, etc.) 

is placed in the center of a regular-sized piece of paper. Often, teachers select four to five 
different “stimuli” and create groups of the same size. Each student begins by commenting 
on the “stimulus” on his/her Little Paper. After a few minutes, each paper is passed to the 
student on the left (or right). This process is repeated until all students have had the op-
portunity to comment on every paper. All of this is done in silence, just like the Big Paper 
activity. Then students review the Little Paper they had first, noticing comments made by 
their peers. Finally, small groups have a discussion about the questions and ideas that stand 
out to them from this exercise.

2. Gallery Walk: The Big Paper activity can also be structured as a Gallery Walk. In this ar-
rangement, Big Papers are taped to the walls or placed on tables, and students comment 
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on the Big Papers in silence, at their own pace. Sometimes teachers assign students, often 
in pairs or triads, to a particular Big Paper and then have them switch to the next one after 
five or ten minutes.

Example 

In a Big Paper activity, students respond silently to a text excerpt or image by writing their com-
ments on a shared paper.

From Facing History and Ourselves website
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Part 1, Lesson 3

The New Jew

This first section of the film also talks about Theodore Herzl, considered by many to be the 
founder of modern day Zionism. Who was he? What was his background? What inspired this 
“assimilated and acculturated” Jew to become such an important leader in the Zionist move-
ment? What pivotal moment in history influenced this Austrian Jewish journalist to realize the 
need for a Jewish homeland?

Herzl clearly saw signs of growing antisemitism in Europe as he lived in Karl Lueger’s Vienna, 
Austria where Lueger was the popular antisemitic mayor. As a journalist Herzl also witnessed 
the Dreyfus Affair in France, a scandal that involved the false accusation of a Jewish captain in 
the French army accused of passing military secrets to the Germans.  Dreyfus was convicted 
on falsified evidence and although eventually new evidence was brought to the courts which 
exonerated Dreyfus, it was clear from the public debate and division in France, that antisem-
itism played a major role in his original conviction and that Europe was becoming a more 
dangerous place for Jews and a Jewish future.

Herzl believed that the solution for the Jews of Europe was to live in their own country so he 
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first approached possible donors, wealthy Jews who might support his idea of a Jewish state 
financially, but when that failed, he published a pamphlet entitled “Der Judenstatt”. (The Jewish 
State). This eventually led to an innovative idea to bring together an international delegation 
of Jews representing people supporting the idea of Zionism as a movement of Jews returning 
to their ancient roots in a Jewish homeland. This gathering became known as The First Zionist 
Congress in 1897.  Herzl declared, “At Basel I founded the Jewish State”. There were two hun-
dred men and women from seventeen countries gathered in Basel for this pivotal event. 

There were 200 men and women from 17 countries gathered in Basel for this pivotal event. 
How did they view Herzl? What was it about him that made people take him seriously? Why 
didn’t they accept his idea of taking Uganda as the Jewish homeland?
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Christians

 

402
510
741
611
758
710

1,117
1,296
1,245
1,524
1,307
1,494

Arabs

903
675
743
473
376
390
280
423
503
680
714

Muslims

 

168
187
99

218
124
198
200
193
213
212
343
290

Others

1,390
1,269
1,196
1,922
1,652
674
343
435
857

1,332
1,238

Jews

5,514
 

9,149
7,844
7,421

12,856
33,801
13,081
2,713
2,718
5,249
4,944
4,075
9,553

30,327
42,359

Jews

61,854
29,727
10,536
12,868
16,405
4,547
3,647
2,194
8,507

14,464
12,032

367,845

202

190
284

33,304

NUMBER OF IMMIGRANTS ANNUALLY BY RELIGION
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS REGISTERED AS IMMIGRANTS

(Including persons who entered as travellers and subsequently
registered as immigrants)

Year

1920
(Sep.-Dec.)

1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934

1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

(Jan.-Nov.
inclusive)

Total

Total

5716
 

9339
8128
7991

13,558
34,641
13,910
3,595
3,086
6,566
6,433
5,533

11,289
31,977
44,143

Total

64,147
31,671
12,475
15,268
18,433
5,611
4,270
3,052
9.867

16,476
13,984

401,149

{
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Taken from “Survey of Palestine”: prepared in December 1945 and January 1946 for the An-
glo-American Committee of Inquiry.

What story does this chart tell us? At first Jews trickled into Palestine. Explain the increase in 
the years between 1882-1938.
How does the film help us understand the connection Jews felt to agriculture and the land? 
How does this lead us to understand what was new about the “New Jew”? What do you think 
about Benvenisti’s distinction between the land of Israel and the people of Israel? Why was 
the use of Hebrew and new names important to the creation of the “New Jew”?

Meron Benvinisti
This was the main (if you want) religion, belief system of the Zionist movement, that they’re 
creating a new land, a new people. And to educate young people about…them springing from 
the earth of the homeland. ..our family acquired that attachment to the land. It is done in order 
to make you feel native, as if you can feel native. Why? Because you now identify an eagle or 
call a place by its Jewish name, you own it…

Gabi Taub says:
I think the force of the Zionist idea was not just self-determination but also self-creation… you 
need to create a new, just, utopian environment.

As the quote on the film tells us, “The way of life we dreamed did not yet exist.”
So the beginnings for the Jews who came were about creating a place for their future as a 
people and as individuals that would be different than their parents and the past generations 
who lived in lands that did not belong to them and where they were often not accepted. Based 
on the excerpt of the film and voices you have heard and read, discuss how they dreamed their 
new life might differ from the old. 

What are some of the unexpected challenges we have seen so far?

Activity:
Have students do an identity chart on the European Jewish immigrant to Palestine.
Then ask them to do another on the “new Jew” who will represent life in their own homeland.
What are the similarities and differences? Have a sample identity chat. 
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Part II

One Land, Two Peoples (from 37 minutes to 1:21:45 minutes)

Part two of Colliding Dreams takes us through the paradoxical dilemma that the Jewish peo-
ple confronted as they sought to create a Jewish state desperately needed as a haven from the 
growing menace in Europe, and the fact that there were people already in the land who felt 
they too belonged to the land. The Jews who left behind the perils of Europe to come to Pales-
tine were faced with both physical and moral challenges that left them with difficult choices. 
And the Jews who were already in Palestine, some for centuries, saw the harmonious rela-
tionships with their Arab neighbors begin to fall apart as tensions rose and the inevitability of 
conflict became more and more apparent as more and more Jews arrived.

At the same time, the area was witnessing the crumbling of one empire, the Ottoman Empire, 
and its subsequent occupation by the British Empire. Under the British, other factors come 
into play that change the situation on the ground in a profound way. As the British enter the 
scene, their presence influences the historical landscape and makes for a new dynamic that 
drives Palestine in the direction of Jewish statehood, but not before they alienate many of the 
people living there and leave Palestine in a state of turmoil that places the Jews and Arabs in 
armed conflict and heated debate that has lasted until this day.

This next section of the film is 44 minutes and contains many layers of history. It would be 
ideal to spend at least 2-3 class periods on the issues presented in this section of the film. 
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Lesson 1: Antisemitism and Nationalism

The opening of Part 2 begins with Kobi Sharett, who lays out the central dilemma of the Jews 
in Europe who are thinking about coming to Palestine. Jews witness rising antisemitism and 
attacks on Jewish individuals and on their communities. At the same time, many understand 
there is another group of people already in Palestine. It is also evident that the increasing 
presence of Jews fleeing Europe and coming to Palestine is beginning to change the balance of 
power in Palestine and much of the local Arab population is becoming alarmed. 

Kobi Sharett
In the early years of Zionism, certain groups sent a mission to Palestine to see whether it is 
really a place which millions of Jews can go to. So they went around Palestine, and then came 
back and wrote a report. And the report said something of the sort… I think it was true. “Pal-
estine is a wonderful place. It’s like a beautiful girl. But the girl is already engaged,” meaning 
that it belongs already to some other people. But the pressure of Jews– Jewish need to have a 
place of their own, to have a secure place, to do away, once and for all, with antisemitism, espe-
cially in Eastern Europe, was so strong that nobody could stop it. And really nobody stopped 
it. 

Discuss: Why did Jews continue to come to Palestine despite the fact that there were other 
people living in the land who might resent their presence? Who else inhabited the land? What 
other choices did Jews have if they didn’t go to Palestine? 

Philosopher Hannah Arendt described Jewish refugees’ predicament in this way: 
“[The refugees] were welcomed nowhere and could be assimilated nowhere. Once they had left 
their homeland they remained homeless, once they had left their state they remained stateless; 
once they had been deprived of their human rights they were rightless, the scum of the earth.”

https://www.facinghistory.org/defying-nazis/america-and-holocaust

“Like most other countries, the United States did not welcome Jewish refugees from Europe. In 
1939, 83% of Americans were opposed to the admission of refugees. In the midst of the Great 
Depression, many feared the burden that immigrants could place on the nation’s economy; 
refugees, who in most cases were prevented from bringing any money or assets with them, 
were an even greater cause for concern. Indeed, as early as 1930, President Herbert Hoover re-
interpreted immigration legislation barring those “likely to become a public charge” to include 
even those immigrants who were capable of working, reasoning that high unemployment 
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would make it impossible for immigrants to find jobs. Immigration policies were shaped by 
fears of communist infiltrators and Nazi spies. Antisemitism also played an important role in 
public opinion. It was propagated by leaders like Father Charles Coughlin, known as “the radio 
priest,” who was the first to offer Catholic religious services over the radio and reached millions 
of people with each broadcast. In addition to his religious message, Coughlin preached an-
ti-Semitism, accusing the Jews of manipulating financial institutions and conspiring to control 
the world. Industrialist Henry Ford was another prominent voice spreading anti-Semitism

 In 1940, members of the President’s Advisory Committee on Political Refugees argued with 
the State Department to simplify immigration procedures for refugees. This effort was also 
defeated. Refugees had an ally in First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, who supported liberalizing 
immigration laws, wrote about the refugee crisis in her weekly newspaper column, and worked 
behind the scenes to effect change. At the same time, President Roosevelt focused on domestic 
issues and took limited action in response to the crisis. Mrs. Roosevelt’s interventions success-
fully helped some individual refugees, particularly artists and intellectuals, but she was not able 
to shift national policies. Those in power in the State Department insisted on enforcing the 
nation’s immigration laws as strictly as possible.”

The film provides us an opportunity to hear voices of people who describe the times of the first 
Aliyah when the relationships between the Jews and Arabs were very positive. They often lived 
close together, went to each other’s family events, as Ruth Gavison says, they (Arabs) “were 
very hospitable”, which made some of the injustices that came later even more difficult. Some 
of the Arabs saw the influx of Jews as good for business, while others begin to see how the bal-
ance of power could shift and that, in the end, might not be good for them. 

When the British took over 
from the Ottomans, they 
looked favorably upon the 
idea of the Jews having an 
independent state. With the 
signing of the Balfour decla-
ration in 1917, we see the first 
international declaration that 
gave the effort of the Jews to 
resettle in Palestine interna- Excerpt of Balfour Declaration
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tional recognition. Ruth Gavison says in the film, “This is an unbelievable achievement for the 
Zionists and a terrible setback for the Palestinians.” But Said Zeedani from Al-Quds University 
said that most Palestinians “didn’t really take the Balfour declaration seriously” because the 
Palestinians were part of the Arab alliance with the Allies. They trusted the British and thought 
they would be compensated at the end of the war for their support of the Allies. They didn’t 
believe the British were seriously talking about a homeland for the Jews.

The Balfour Declaration (1917)
Foreign Office
November 2nd, 1917

Dear Lord Rothschild, I have much pleasure in convey-
ing to you, on behalf of His Majesty’s Government, the 
following declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist 
aspirations which has been submitted to, and approved 
by, the Cabinet.

“His Majesty’s Government view with favour the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors 
to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done 
which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine 
or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” I should be grateful if you 
would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.

Yours,
Arthur James Balfour

Have students discuss the document in pairs and think about what the document does and 
does not say. Why might England have been more favorable to the Zionist cause than the 
Ottoman Empire?

Under British rule, the Jewish community rapidly developed and expanded its settlements all 
over Palestine.

Anita Shapira and Meron Benvenisti both give rationales for why Jews were willing to overlook 
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the moral dilemma they faced as they settled into Palestine, bought land from the Arabs, and 
worked towards making this place the homeland of the Jewish people.

Anita Shapira:
The Zionists understood this is a problem, but they thought that the Arabs in this country are 
just a splinter of the Arab people, while for the Jews it’s the only country in the world. And they 
thought that Jewish distress justifies making this demand.

Meron Benvenisti:
People limit violence only to shooting, blood spilt and so on. But violence also is peaceful vi-
olence. People can understand violence in different ways. If you intrude into a place that is in-
habited by other people, your action, although it seems to you that it is peaceful, is also violent.

Discuss: 
How do these 2 points of view explain why the Jews might have been able to overlook the fact 
that they were an intrusion or a threat to the Arab people? How do you respond to these two 
thoughts expressed by Shapira and Benvenisti?

Hillel Halkin explains that in the beginning (until 1948) there was no force in obtaining Arab 
lands. “No Jew had the power to force Arabs off their lands. Instead, they bought the lands 
from Arab landlords, who had been renting this land out to poor sharecroppers, and when 
they sold the land, these sharecroppers were made to leave. So Arabs were being dispossessed.”

This was a way to “legally obtain land” without any bloodshed.

Write a response to the following questions and pair/share with someone else:
What are your thoughts on this notion of obtaining the land legally? Does it seem fair? Think 
back on the first section of the film where Jews described their desire to work the land and 
become one with the land. How did this fit in with that dream? What were their options?

Yuli Tamir talks about her father, who spoke Arabic fluently and lived with the Arabs. He nev-
er thought they were doing anything harmful to the Arabs. 

“I think it’s very often the case that people with a strong ideology are unable to see the reality 
as it is. Otherwise nations are not being born. They can grow hopefully into, later on, more 
open-minded nations. But I think that the moment of birth is always a moment of blindness.“ 
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Discuss:
What does Yuli mean when she says a moment of birth is always a moment of blindness? Can 
you think of other moments of blindness that allowed you or someone else to do something 
that in retrospect didn’t feel like the right thing to do. Or perhaps, in this case, it was the right 
thing to do. What do you think?

By the 1920’s the Arabs began to rise up and resist the Zionist endeavor. For Jews, this became 
a mirror for what had happened to them in Europe with the rise of antisemitism and what was 
continuing to happen to the Jewish community in Europe. Many felt they needed to fight back. 
With the rise of Hitler and European nationalism, Palestine was becoming the only refuge for 
Jewish migrants. With the stock market crash in 1929 and the global collapse that followed, 
countries were closing their doors to refugees around the globe, including the United States, 
which closed its doors in 1924.

For the Arab inhabitants, they felt they were being dispossessed of their land and the Jewish 
population was growing and shifting the demographic balance. They felt like they were losing 
political control of a place that they had essentialy felt was theirs until the 1920’s. More radical 
Arab groups began to appear and there were attacks on Jewish settlements and murders of Jew-
ish settlers. Hostilities between the groups were becoming more frequent and more violent.
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Part 2, Lesson 2

Conflicting Jewish Ideologies

 In 1925 the Jewish people in Palestine began to splinter into groups based on how they wanted 
to respond to the Arab resistance. David Ben-Gurion, leader of the Labor Zionists, believed 
that the Arab Jewish conflict would undermine the Zionist goal of self-determination. He 
therefore wanted to avoid clashes with the Arabs because it could bring about a retreat of Brit-
ish support for the promises they made to the Jews. He felt it best to keep peace and quiet.

The breakaway group, The Revisionist Movement led by Vladamir Jabotinsky, felt that Jewish 
and Arab Nationalism were irreconcilable. Jabotinsky demanded a Jewish state immediate-
ly and insisted on all of the land of ancient Israel, on both sides of the Jordan River. He felt 
strongly that you redeem the land by military force.

Other Zionists believed that the answer to the conflict lay in a single state and as Mordechai 
Bar-On says, “You build a just state. You build a good state, a state with values.”
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David Ben Gurion
Ben-Gurion was Israel’s first Prime Minister (1948-53, 1955-63) and Defense Minister (1948-
53; 1955-63) and is considered the “Father of the Nation”. Born in Poland in 1886, David 
Ben-Gurion arrived to Israel (at that time British Mandatory Palestine) with the second Zion-
ist wave of migration (aliyah) from Europe. He studied Law in Istanbul before the World War. 
Afterwards he became a leader of the Labour movement (Mapai) and of the Jewish Unions 
(Histadrut). The effort of Ben-Gurion was to build a Jewish national home both socialist and 
democratic, and to give birth to a new Jewish culture rooted in the Bible but applied to a new 
and modern kind of Jew. However, Ben Gurion believed in an inclusive Jewish State that would 
be inhabited by both Jewish and Arab people. He was a very practical politician, and a leader 
with a vision. It was Ben-Gurion who, on May 14, 1948, after the British had left Palestine, 
delivered Israel’s Declaration of Independence. His charismatic personality won him the ado-
ration of the masses, and, after his retirement from the Government and from the Parliament 
(the Knesset), he was revered as the father of modern Israel. Ben-Gurion died in Israel in 1973 
and he is buried with his wife Paula at Kibbutz Sde Boker in the Negev, the desert where he 
lived in a very simple manner after ending his political career. He is recognized as one of Isra-
el’s and of the Jewish people’s most important political leaders. He is also known for his long 
white hair and for his headstrong positions.

Ze’ev Jabotinsky
Ze’ev (Vladimir) Jabotinsky (1880 – 1940) was a Zionist leader and the founder of the Zionist 
Revisionist Movement, a writer, a poet, a publicist and a translator. He was born in Odessa, 
Russia, in 1880, where he was given a liberal education with some formal Jewish culture. At 
the age of 18 he decided to study law in Italy and later in Switzerland, while serving as a cor-
respondent in these countries for notable Russian journals. His writings – some signed under 
the pen name “Altalena” – granted him a reputation as an accomplished author in the Russian 
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language. While in Italy, he leaned towards liberalism and hoped that in the future it would be 
adopted by all mankind. 

In his article “On the Iron Wall” (1932), Jabotinsky established that the Arabs living in Eretz 
Israel (the Land of Israel, then British Mandatory Palestine) are a “living nation,” and that there 
is very little chance of them acknowledging the implementation of Zionism. For this reason, he 
had said, there is a need to establish an “iron wall” – a fortified military front – and to stub-
bornly defend the Zionist position. 

Jabotinsky’s plan was at first to collaborate with Great Britain, assuming that the British would 
implement their mandate by supporting the Balfour declaration in favor of a Jewish national 
home. However, when Great Britain became more hesitant about Zionism, Jabotinsky warned 
of a possible betrayal by the British leadership and openly advocated rebellion against it. His 
ideas gave birth to the Israeli right movement called Herut (headed by Menachem Begin), 
which later became Likud.

Watch until 49:38.

Activity:
Break the class into groups of four and have two students in each group argue on the side of 
the Labor Zionists and the other 2 students take the Revisionist argument. Have them look up 
both leaders and the philosophies they embraced and come up with reasons for each of the 
arguments. Then have them share out with the rest of the class. They can also come up with 
alternatives to these two arguments. There were other groups with different points of view on 
how to respond to Arab resistance and how to proceed in the creation of a Jewish state. Brit 
Shalom, for example, hoped for a bi-national state.

The next section of Part II of the film deals with the impact of the Holocaust on the creation 
of a Jewish homeland and how it shaped and continues to shape the thinking of Jews in Pales-
tine and abroad both then and now. With the rise of Hitler in 1933, there was a rapid increase 
in Aliyah, with 174,000 Jewish refugees arriving in just three years, doubling the size of the 
Yishuv (the Jewish settlement in Palestine). The U.S. had already closed its doors to refugees, 
including the Jews, in 1924.

Now, the doors in Palestine closed due to Arab revolts and the creation of the White Paper 
by the British in 1939, which officially abandoned plans for a Jewish state in Palestine for ten 
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years, limited Jewish immigration to 75,000 for five years, and ruled further immigration was 
to be determined by the Arab majority. Restrictions were put on the rights of Jews to buy land 
from the Arabs. Jews felt trapped by the near certainty of death in Europe. Thus at the most 
dangerous moment in Jewish history the White Paper blocked Jews from coming to Palestine. 
The British did this in order to appease the Arabs whose revolts were threatening the British 
and the stability of the region. 

Discuss how both Jews and Arabs might have viewed The White Paper. 

What does Yuli Tamir mean? How does the persecution of the Jews in the 1930’s and 1940’s 
change the motivations of Zionism? How does a dream and an ideal turn into a necessity? 
How was this different than the persecution felt by Jews in the 1880’s?
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Part 2, Lesson 3

The Holocaust, The Partition, and The War of Independence

The film turns to the United Nations vote in 1947 for the partition of Palestine. The British 
Mandate ends on May 15, 1948, and the new Jewish State was declared. The vote for Palestine 
was adopted by 33 votes in favor, 13 against, and 10 abstentions. With the exit of the British, a 
widening conflict between the Jews and Arabs begins. 

The whole tragedy was that one nation had gone away and another nation came. One nation 
came from hell, from Auschwitz. The other one we threw away.

Yoram Kaniuk, Author

What does the above quote suggest? Below are the voices of those who tell the story of their 
families who escaped the flames of Europe during the pre-war anti-Semitic pogroms and the 
rise of Hitler to find a haven in Palestine.

Kobi Sharett telling his grandfather’s story:
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My grandfather, Jacob Chertok, was quite an assimilated Jew. And one day in 1881, when he 
was walking back from school to his home, on the sidewalk he saw a package thrown down 
from a second or third floor of one house. And when he looked at the package, it was a baby 
whose head was torn because of the hit on the ground. And it was a Jewish baby. These were 
pogromists who sacked Jewish homes in Warsaw. And on this very day, he came home and he 
wrote a long letter to his father, in Yiddish, which started with the words, “Father, Father, you 
don’t know who I am. I am a Jew.” He became a nationalist Jew at that moment. And he came 
to Palestine in 1882.

Gadi Taub
My father was a refugee before the Holocaust. He was in Bratislava in Czechoslovakia then. 
And his mother had just died and his father was devastated, and he was an avid reader of 
newspapers in three languages, I think, at the age of ten. And he actually convinced his father 
that Palestine was the only place for Jews, and dragged him out of there, and then spent four 
months at sea. And no country in the world, including Roosevelt’s America, would let them 
ashore. So for me Zionism is, before every intellectual justification, just this instinctive thing: 
my father, a ten-year-old Jewish boy, on a boat with nowhere in the world to set foot on solid 
ground. And this is enough of a justification.

Rabbi Yoel Bin Nun
This is my grandfather Yoel Fisher. He was murdered in the ghetto in East Galicia in the town 
of Rohatyn. The day the ghetto was destroyed, two days before Shavuot. 1943. And I received 
his name – Yoel, the name of the man I never met. And I feel I’m continuing his life even 
though we live in two worlds. Because he was a Zionist. He just ran out of time.

After the Holocaust survivors came looking for a place they could call home, a place where 
they felt far removed from the nightmares of the Holocaust, a place where they felt they could 
finally feel they were in control of their own destiny.

Anita Shapira
My family came to Palestine in ’47. We came from Poland. We came to Palestine because after 
the Holocaust, Jews wanted to be with Jews. We wanted to be in a society with Jews.

Moshe Halbertal
I would say, the war taught my father the lesson that no ideological movement, no ideologi-
cal great movement of the 20th century really answered the problem of the Jews. Neither the 
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Bund, with its promise of kind of a cosmopolitan socialism and integration into the socialist 
revolution, nor the Haredi world, who thought that they can still exist under the nations peace-
fully, or more or less peacefully, waiting for the Moshiach, nor the migration to the United 
States that at certain point stopped. And naturally, and in some ways reasonably, he adopted a 
Zionist perspective and became Zionized at the time.

Divide the class into groups of 3-4 and have each take a quote and have them reflect and 
discuss the situation each describes. Then have the students read the quotes below and think 
about how they might deal with the dilemma they see presented in these voices, voices that 
reflect the results of the UN declaring a partition that gave the Jews a state:

Said Zeedani 
Imagine yourself a Palestinian, waiting till the end of the Mandate in order to have their own 
independent state—like Lebanon, like Syria, like Jordan and then the United Nation is coming 
to say: You’ll end up with two states, and the one for Israeli Jews is also inhabited by a majority 
of Palestinians.

Shorouk Assad
I left from Beit Masir, it’s a Palestinian village that was destroyed in Jerusalem in 1948 and my 
parents went to the refugee camp in Jericho and then after ’67 we came here to Ramallah. But 
we’re from Jerusalem originally.

I used to be a good friend for my grandmother. We used to go together and gather some plants 
from Beit Masir and to see the house that was still there but there’s a Jewish family from Mo-
rocco who lives there now and even sometimes cultivated figs. And once this woman came out 
screaming, “What you’re doing here? You’re robbing my land.” My grandmother told her, “I 
can’t do anything. You have the power now. You’re living in my house. But I can tell you, you 
should ask yourself only one question: Who built this house where we came? Who planted all 
those trees? Somebody was living here before you came but you don’t want to see it.”

Activity: Perspective Taking
Have the students break into groups and have each student (or pair of students) take one of 
the voices from the film and discuss what might have been the conversation between one of 
the Arab voices and one of the Jewish voices after the vote for partition in the United Nations.

Included in the film is the voice of author A.B. Yehoshua:
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The Arabs, rightly, were saying: We don’t want this state. They’re taking part of our land. We 
don’t want them. And especially in the future. If all of them will come to this Palestine, we’ll 
never have nothing here. But we did not have any other choice. What was the choice, after the 
Holocaust?

Discuss his dual perspective on the situation during this time.

MAP OF THE PARTITION
Once the UN vote passed, there was a mix of feelings. Some felt elation and other Jews were 
disappointed. Some wanted all of ancient Israel- all of Jerusalem, all the land that contained 
their history. Others were overjoyed they were granted statehood. There was celebration 
among some of the Jews while the Arabs began their attack with the help of the surrounding 
Arab nations against the Jewish population. The widening conflict went from a civil clash to a 
Zionist - Pan-Arab war.

This was not a war on a border. Jews and Arabs lived near each other; villages and settlements 
were next to each other. The populations were woven together throughout the country. There-
fore, the Arabs were able to create roadblocks along the road from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem to 
prevent the Jews, for example in Jerusalem, from getting supplies and food into the city, which 
cut them off from the rest of the country. This created a dire situation for the Jews of Jerusalem. 
They had no food and no ammunition to defend themselves and there were attacks from all 
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sides. How could they eliminate the obstacles on the main road with Arab villages all along the 
road and other Arabs, often outsiders, hiding among them with ammunition, able to attack the 
convoys passing on the road.
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MAP OF JEWISH AND ARAB 
SETTLEMENTS IN 1948
People in the film talk about this situation:

A.B. Yehoshua
Arab armies were coming from Egypt, from Syria, 
and the possibility of smashing the young Jewish 
state was a very real possibility.

Anita Shapira
The Jews felt, rightly or wrongly, that they were 
fighting with their back to the sea. No doubt 
about that. It was only after the first ceasefire 
that the Jews got enough ammunition and heavy 
weaponry that we see the difference in the fight-
ing, and indeed we start to see evacuation.

Sami Al-Qasim
The war in the beginning was very far away 
from our area. But gradually it came closer to us. 
Bombing from the air in our village, and people 
started panicking and they were afraid with the 
stories about a massacre in Deir Yassin. A mas-
sacre here, a massacre there. There was a wave of 
fear.

Avishai Margalit
There were places that the Arabs conquered: Gush Etzion, Neve Yaakov, Atarot, the Old City. 
No Jew was left. They never let anyone stay. And no one was puzzled. It was three years after 
the Second World War, and you knew that the population that will lose, you kick them out. 
Historically, you have to explain why people remained, not why people were kicked out. Mor-
ally, the problem is still there.

Benny Morris
The picture is a complex one. Essentially there was no Zionist policy of expulsion. But what is 
certain is that in the course of the ’48 war, The Israeli government decided not to allow refu-
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gees to return to their homes. In that sense, what happened was an expulsion.

Khalil Shikaki
From the Palestinian perspective, there was an attempt by the more organized, more power-
ful Jewish military to begin a gradual process of cleansing, of forced eviction of Palestinians 
from the areas that would come under Jewish control, in order to ensure that a Jewish majority 
would prevail in those areas.

Yariv Ben-Aharon
How do you create a continuous territorial presence? You need to remove the Arab population 
that is controlling the roads and the central axis, because this is the enemy population, because 
the inhabitants are armed.

In 1949, the war stopped. After a year and a half of fighting, the armed struggle ceased, and 
this happened with no peace agreements and no recognition of the Jewish state by the Arabs 
who had been displaced and were now refugees or in the surrounding Arab countries. Israel 
now had 30% more land than was allotted by the UN Partition plan and 80% of Mandatory 
Palestine.

The other 20% was claimed by Egypt and Jordan, leaving the Palestinian Arabs homeless and 
with no state of their own. There were 700,000 Arab refugees without a home and were mostly 
confined to refugee camps because the neighboring Arab countries would not let them en-
ter. These countries believed these refugees would eventually be allowed back into Israel and 
would return to their homes.

Discuss: What was the rationale of the Jewish State’s action during the 1948 War of Indepen-
dence? What do you hear from the Arab perspective from the quotes above? Why do you think the 
Arab countries refused entrance to the 700,000 Arab refugees? What motivations might they have 
had? In time, what challenge do you imagine this led to?

Khalil Shakaki
If you’re a Palestinian in ’48, you all of a sudden became stateless, penniless, living in a tent 
somewhere, under the mercy of international support. They had no leadership, they had no 
resources. For the individual Palestinian, these were major personal losses. But for the Pales-
tinians as a community, this is the beginning of a period of almost 20 years of no existence. 
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That certainly is a dramatic disaster. The Nakba (the word the Arabs use for The War of Inde-
pendence of 1948, which means disaster, catastrophe)

Kobi Sharret 
Now, this is a very important point which I would like to make. People don’t usually make it. 
And I learned it from my father. He said, in all cases where you have under the pressure of the 
influence of war, when whole population[s] change places, move outside, it is always a rule that 
the minority is leaving and the majority is staying. They are not feeling secure in the place. The 
case of Palestine is the only one where the majority fled, not the minority. This is why the prob-
lem of the refugees is still with us to this very day.

How do we reconcile the two voices above? Considering we have a situation today that was 
inherited 70 years ago, what might be ways of resolving it today, or is it unresolvable? How 
might we make the next 70 years more peaceful and just?

In the tensions that arose in the Arab world towards Israel and the Jewish people, many Jews 
were no longer welcome in the Arab countries where they had lived for centuries. Life became 
too difficult for the Jews to continue to live in the Arab world. The Jews of Iraq, Morocco, Ye-
men, Lebanon, Egypt, and Tunisia felt unsafe or unwanted. Many thousands left their homes in 
these countries and came to the new Jewish state of Israel. 
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Chart: Estimated Jewish Population in Arab Countries in 1948 and 1976 (This is data taken 
from Ada Aharoni’s Peace Review The Forced Migration of Jews from Arab Countries) 

This changed the newly formed state in many ways. Up until this point, most of the Israelis 
were from Europe, a majority from Eastern Europe. Suddenly there was an influx of 700,000 
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Jews in the years immediately following the war. This was truly the ingathering of exiles of Jews 
from all over the globe. It wasn’t an easy task to absorb so many people in just a few years- peo-
ple who came with their own culture and way of life that was very different from the European 
Jews who were already there. They were often treated as second class citizens and the efforts to 
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create a pluralistic democratic society were extremely challenging. In addition, there was the 
problem of how to contend with the remaining Arab population who chose to stay in Israel 
after the ’48 War despite their feelings of anger and alienation.

For the next 19 years, the Jews and their Arab neighbors lived in a state of hostility, sometimes 
overt and other times more passive. Israel remained cut off from the eastern part of Jerusalem 
and the west bank of the Jordan, a place with strong historical and religious connections to 
the Jewish people and their history and a place they longed for which had remained sacred to 
so many. Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt bordered Israel on all fronts and when tensions 
flared, attacks and infiltrations were a daily worry. Yet Jews from around the world continued 
to come “home” and life within Israel flourished on many levels despite the worries.

Another dimension of this story is how Jews from Arab lands were viewed by their European 
Jewish neighbors:

Orly Noy:
“I think that there is something about the Israeli society giving the Mizrahi Jews a signal - - 
that they are suspicious a bit, again because they look like the enemy and they speak their 
language. So they have to try much, much harder to become a good Israeli which is a good 
Zionist.”

“I think that growing up as an immigrant child is difficult anyhow in any circumstance. But I 
think that in Israel coming from a Muslim country is a much more difficult experience than 
coming/immigrating from a European country or from the United States, for example. Because 
then your efforts to become an Israeli as fast as possible become a survival thing almost be-
cause in a way you look like the enemy and you speak the enemy’s language - - So you need to 
prove yourself to be an Israeli much faster and to get rid of anything that can identify you as an 
Iranian or as an Arab - It was struggle, I think.”

Yehouda Shenhav:
“I would say that even though people don’t like it, Zionism– was a European movement to 
solve a European problem. This problem did not exist in the Arab world. I’m not saying that 
there were no massacres or pogroms, or that Jews weren’t chased in the Arab world. They were. 
But this is not the same issue. In many senses, people or historians take the narrative from 
Europe and uncritically apply it to Jews from the Arab world, and reconstruct their history as 
Zionist. Because if you’re not a Zionist in this country you’re doomed.”
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Avishai Margalit:
“The attitude to the immigrants was terribly ambivalent. On the one hand it’s the great thing, 
the ingathering of the exile, all this talk. On the other hand, no one could stand them. They are 
not our people. And that was– “Not our people” were even for the Jews who came from Europe 
after the Holocaust. There was a great deal of coded talk. And some of it wasn’t coded talk: 
about the shvartse, about the black people, ..... There was this element.”
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Part III

 Another Zionism (1:21:45-1:36)

Lesson 1: Religious Zionism takes on a new emphasis

From 1948-1967 Israel had gone through the War of Independence, the building of a state 
and the naturing of Israeli democracy, economic development, and mass immigration. Israeli 
Arabs felt cut off from other Palestinians, whether in the West Bank, Gaza or the surrounding 
Arab States. They were often separated from their family members and from the Arab world. 
Sari Nusseibeh says in the film, “The world was divided into two sides- the dark side and the 
bright side and the Arabs were living on the bright side and the Jews lived on the dark side.” 
For 19 years there was a state of tension and hostility between the Arab world and the new 
state of Israel after the War of Independence.

Part three of Colliding Dreams deals in part with a turning point in Israel’s short history- The 
Six-Day War. In June of 1967 Israel went to war with its Arab neighbors in what they be-
lieved was the most serious existential threat since the state was created in 1948. After years of 
cross-border tensions, Egypt implemented a blockade in the Straits of Tiran, choking Israel. 
Egypt’s president, Abdel Gamal Nassar, demanded that the United Nations evacuate its UNEF 
(United Nations Emergency Force), and Egypt built up its own forces in Sinai, a move that 
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threatened Israel. Meanwhile, the Soviets 
spread the rumor that Israel had massed 
brigades along the Syrian border esca-
lating tensions further. There were other 
factors as well that contributed to the 
war and many diplomatic missteps and 
failures that could have possibly turned 
the tide in a different direction. Israel 
struck first. It was able to destroy the bulk 
of Egypt’s air force on the first day of the 

war, and won the war in six days. But the 
victory brought many questions. The political implications reverberate up to this very day. As 
Avishai Margalit says in the film, “…the ’67 war brought back Zionism as an issue, and what 
it means, the re-evaluation of the whole project and the same problems that were pre ’48 re-
turned to the fore.”

On the eve of the war, Jews felt an overwhelming sense of impending doom and Palestinians 
were “dreaming of victory” as Arab radio stations broadcast reports that Arab armies were 
finally liberating Palestine. On day three of the war, the Israelis captured the Old city of Jerusa-
lem, which had a deeply symbolic meaning as well as a military significance which can only be 
described by those who were there. 

The Green line divides Jerusalem and Palestine/Israel.
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After seeing this segment of the film, read again some of the voices of those Israelis who were there 
at the moment of capture or listening by radio as it was happening and their reflection afterwards 
about what it meant:

Mordechai Bar-On
It was a extremely dramatic moment, 
because we could hear on the radio 
the moment, “Here I stand, with the 
paratroopers, touching first the stones 
of the Wailing Wall”.... also. I read later 
on reports and records of soldiers who 
were in the Sinai, who were fighting 
near the Suez Canal, and were fight-

ing hard. There were a lot of casualties there too. But what they remember: this moment, the 
moment that they hear on the radio the commander of the paratroopers saying, “Har Habayit 
Beyadai” That means, “The Holy Mount is in my hands.”…. I grew up totally secular. I was an 
atheist. I believed in Darwin, I believed in the liberation of the human mind. And I still believe 
today that way. But at that period of the Six-Day War, God was living in them. The Shechinah 
(divine presence) was amongst them and in this respect, I came closest to my way of under-
standing what religion is.

Rabbi Yoel Bin-Nun
Our unit entered the Temple Mount, and I passed through what used to be the women’s sec-
tion of the Temple. And there was no one to shoot at because they had all left. Their smell was 
still in the air, of the Jordanian Legion soldiers, but they were not there anymore. And there 
we stood, me a follower of the Ultra Orthodox Rabbi Kook, and next to me a member of the 
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Hashomer Hatzair. You understand when I say Hashomer Hatzair (secular socialist)? He said 
to me, “Yoel, what do you say now?” And I said, “Two thousand years are over. I hope that we 
will be worthy of this.”

Aryah Eldad
Together with my father, we went to my godfather to tell him the Temple Mount was is in our 
hands, the Old City is liberated, the Wailing Wall is in our hand. And he told him, “Rebbe, 
maybe the Messiah is coming.” And Rabbi Levin, an ulta-Orthodox Jew, told him, “What do 
you mean, he’s coming? He is already here.”

Discussion:
What do these voices suggest 
about about the meaning of the 
capture of this land, particu-
larly Jerusalem? Do you see a 
religious meaning given to this 
event and if so, where and how 
do you see it show up in these 
voices? Why do think some of 
these very secular Israelis like 
Mordechai Bar-On are express-
ing their feelings in this very 

emotional way? Have you ever had a moment that felt like a religious experience? Write a 
reflection on this experience as expressed by the people in the film and how you might under-
stand that experience in terms of your own life?

As you read the next voice of Avishai Margalit, what aspect does he add?

Avishai Margalit
The war ended. It was full moon, quiet. Hebron was in our hands. People were terrified. They 
thought that we’ll take revenge of what happened in ’29. (Arab riots against the Jews that lived 
there) And suddenly, it’s the thing which is the closest to a religious experience that people 
describe. I had this thing that came from nowhere: “We are trapped. We are trapped.”

Discuss what Margalit might mean when he says “we are trapped.” What is the irony here?
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Moshe Halbertal raises another very important point in the film. He talks about the ’67 War 
as a turning point in the history of religious Zionism. Many religious Jews were opposed to 
Zionism from the beginning because they felt the realization of a Jewish homeland could only 
come once the Messiah had appeared and that Jews couldn’t force the creation of a Jewish state 
before that time. Thus, some religious Jews were strong opponents to Zionism before ’48. How-
ever, the ’67 War prompted a stronger and larger movement towards religious Zionism.

Moshe Halbertal says in the film:
When the religious movements embraced Zionism, they embraced it on two very different 
grounds. By the way, these two very different grounds and their history have unfortunately im-
mense impact on Israel’s history. One led by Rav [Reines] and others, who said: “Look, Zion-
ism is right in its analysis of the Jewish condition of exile. And we don’t have any future even in 
emancipated Europe.”

“Rav Kook went in a much more 
radical way, because he said: 
This is actually the fulfillment of 
the messianic dream. You know, 
it’s very interesting that in the 
Talmud there is a prohibition to 
push the end, (in Hebrew). Jews 
are not allowed to push the end. 
They have to wait. And the son of 
Rabbi Kook used to say, “We are 
not pushing the end. The end is 
pushing us.”

“What happened in terms of the history of religious Zionism in this country till ’67 was a prac-
tical, sober, shared effort in improving the political fate of the Jews and creating self-determi-
nation and sovereignty. And the ’67 war really brought the sort of repressed messianic redemp-
tive fantasies to play, and Rav Kook’s ideology became dominant.”

What does Rabbi Kook mean when he says “the end is pushing us” rather than we are push-
ing the end”. What does Moshe Halbertal suggest happens after the ’67 war in terms of reli-
gious Zionism? 
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Many Jews were excited that they could visit the biblical sites like Hebron and Nablus for the 
first time. Some even mentioned they began reading the bible with more interest and it filled 
them with emotion to have this encounter with their own history. Others saw The Six Day War 
as moving toward a fulfillment of the biblical promise. Even some of the Palestinians in the 
film were happy to be able to move about the country, visit areas that had been unavailable to 
them before ’67 and retrieve memories of pre-’48.

Saman Khoury says:
Palestinians were pushed by the Arab regimes to think that the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
are not Palestine. All of a sudden, after the war, Palestinians were in a dilemma of– maybe 
a euphoric dilemma in some sense. Under Jordan it was clear you can only be considered a 
Jordanian. Under Israel, you’re definitely not Israeli. So people started calling themselves Pal-
estinians again. After ’67, you were back in your country—under occupation but back in your 
country. 

Discuss:
How might this have impacted the identity of the Arabs who lived in areas not in Israel before 
’67? What did Khoury say that implied a possible positive outcome for the Palestinians as a 
result of the ’67 war and the fact that these people were now living under occupation in Isra-
el? How do all these challenges that Israeli society must face create a new moral and spiritual 
agenda for both Israelis and Jews throughout the world?

The Beginning of Settler Movement
When the ’67 war ended, the Israeli state 
tripled in size. After the initial euphoria of 
winning the war in such a dramatic fashion, 
there were fierce debates as to what to do with 
the land they claimed during the war. Most 
Israelis wanted to keep East Jerusalem and the 
Old City, but the rest of the West Bank with 
its one million Arabs, the Golan Heights, and 
Sinai were all areas that were up for discus-

sion as to what to do with them. It would be both a political and moral challenge to hold onto 
this land. But along with this debate came the desire on the part of religious Israelis to actually 
settle in the West Bank with its strong link to Jewish biblical history. In fact, a small number of 
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Jews had lived there before the land was partitioned and statehood declared in ’48. There had 
been a massacre of Jews in Hebron in 1929 during the period of the Arab Revolt. So there were 
some who felt a “return” to this area was the messianic fulfillment of the dream of a “greater 
Israel” that included all of former biblical land of Israel. From 1967-1973, settlements started to 
crop up in the West Bank beginning in Gush Etzion - a Jewish settlement before ‘48 where jews 
were also massacred, but there was no clear government policy on how to deal with the newly 
captured territories and with those Israelis who wanted to settle there.   Other Israelis felt it 
was critical to give the land back in return for peace, with Jerusalem being the exception. These 
people felt that the shift in demography, with so many Arabs under their control, would be too 
challenging a prospect with “enemies” within their state. Still others felt that the land was need-
ed for expansion, protection of the borders, or simply the victor’s spoils. Debates continued 
and still continue today as discussion rages between the idea of a two state solution or a single 
state, a peace without all of the occupied land or land but no peace. Some land was eventually 
returned to Egypt, including the Sinai Peninsula in 1979, 16 months after President Anwar 
Sadat visited Israel, but the rest of the territory remains under Israeli control until today. 

Four Corners Activity
Place 4 posters in the four corners of the room and ask students to stand by the poster that 
most reflects their thinking on the subject of what to do with the territories that were con-
quered in the June, 1967 War. (Sinai, The Golan Heights, The West Bank, and East Jerusalem) 
or divide students evenly, and ask them to argue that position.

1. Keep all the land but don’t allow Jews to settle on it
2. Give some land back in hopes of peace (discuss which parts to return and which to keep)
3. Keep some land (which areas) and allow Jews to settle in some areas (where)
4. Return all land to their Arab neighbors in return for a negotiated peace ( or return all land 

except Jerusalem)

Ask students to discuss in the groups where they are standing and ask why they believe this 
would have been or is the best solution and write their thoughts on the poster. Then have each 
group report to the whole class what they talked about and what issues arose in the conversa-
tion.
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Part III, Lesson 2

The Yom Kippur War and the Aftermath: Dueling Zionisms

On Yom Kippur, 1973, another major war broke out. This time Israelis were caught off guard, 
despite the fact that the country’s political and military leaders, including Prime Minister 
Golda Meir and Yitzhak Rabin, Ambassador to the United States, understood there had been 
a build up of Egyptian and Syrian equipment and troops in the Sinai and on the Syrian border. 
Israel’s leadership refused to attack because it promised its closest ally, the United States, that 
Israel would not strike first so as not to appear the aggressor. 

This war brought back to the consciousness of all Israelis the fact that they were confronting a 
fight for survival. After the euphoria of the victory of the Six-Day War that left Israel feeling in-
vincible, this war left deep scars. The war lasted 16 days and Israeli soldiers were outnumbered 
6-1. The near-defeat of Israel with 2,656 Israeli soldiers killed and another 7,250 wounded, was 
a shattering experience that left the country with little faith in its leaders and less hopeful about 
the prospects for peace. Israel also lost confidence in its major allies (U.S., France, and Britain). 
It raised many more questions as to what was to be done with the land captured in ’67. Esti-
mates of Arab losses range from 8,000 dead and 18,000 wounded to 18,500 dead and 35,000 
wounded.

By the end of the war Israel had won a clear victory, but the cost was high on all sides and an-
ger with the government was aroused. This paved the way for a political change in Israel unlike 
anything else in its brief history. Golda Meir, who was blamed in many ways for the losses in 
this war, resigned by April of 1974. Yitzhak Rabin took over the role of Prime Minister but 
with a smaller mandate. This was the beginning of a transition from the Labor government of 
Israel’s first 29 years to the right-wing government of Likud under the leadership of Menachem 
Begin who was elected in 1977. 

Competing Zionisms
The Gush Emunim Movement (The Block of the Faithful), a group of young religious men, 
students of the influential Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda Kook, believed it was their religious obligation to 
settle in the former biblical territory that was now called the West Bank (Judah and Samaria). 
These settlements were founded in 1974 but by the time the new Begin government had taken 
over (1977) the settler’s movement really began to take root. It was different from the Zionist 
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movement of the early state.
Avishai Margalit says in the film:
The Zionist geography is a very interesting one. If you take the biblical settlement of the holy 
land, the Israelites came from the east, from Jordan, crossed the river and settled on the moun-
tain ridge. The Zionists didn’t settle in the biblical places. They created Tel-Aviv. This was an 
expression of the Zionist project, Tel-Aviv, the secular Tel-Aviv with no history; ‘67 was when 
modern Zionist orthodoxy started. They wanted to be in the symbolic explosive places. That’s 
where Gush Emunim wanted to settle so that there will be no option to divide the land. 

Moshe Halbertal says that when he was 15 or 16 he went to help the settlers and that he was 
part of “that youth fantasy.”

What do you think he means by “that youth fantasy?”

For many of the young Israelis who grew up on the legends of the early Zionists who came to 
settle the land, why may this settler’s movement have been an appealing movement for them?

What justifications could they give for claiming a land inhabited by others?

More and more young idealistic Israelis, mostly from religious backgrounds, moved from pre 
‘67 Israel to settle in the territories obtained in ’67. As prime minister, Rabin began removing 
the settlers by force because he felt their actions of taking the land were illegal. Rabin had to 
begin using the army to remove these people by force. This created quite a stir because the 
army had to wrestle with their own people to forcibly remove them from their homes (albeit, 
temporary homes). Rabin’s main political opponent, Menachem Begin, supported the settlers 
and their vision of a Greater Israel and openly sided with the civil disobedience the settlers 
began to demonstrate. Finally, in 1975, Rabin gave up and allowed Sebastia to be created by the 
settlers. By 1977 Menachem Begin was elected Israel’s Prime Minister and although there were 
already 75 settlements built on the land captured in ’67, those settlements doubled in number 
under Begin.

Questions:
What additional problems were created by having the settlers removed by the IDF (the Israeli 
army)? How might that have played into the political landscape?

Anita Shapira said, “The whole spirit of the period changed. Instead of calling the areas occu-
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pied territories, as we used to, now they were called Judea and Samaria and Gaza.…This is not 
occupied territory, but something that belongs to our patrimony.”

Discuss the shift in the language used and why she indicates it is a change of spirit.

How could this have influenced the elections and removed a party of almost 30 years and 
replaced it with another party? 

Keeping this shift in mind, what were the ideological differences in the 2 parties (Labor and 
Likud) in relation to the land obtained during the ’67 war?

Motti Lerner claimed he felt threatened by the idea of this new Jewish messianism as it was 
reflected by Gush Emunim. He asks himself what kind of Zionism does he struggle for. What 
do you think he means?

PEACE NOW
Peace Now was a movement that 
began in response to both Egyp-
tian President Anwar Sadat’s visit 
to Israel in 1977, just months after 
Menachem Begin’s election and the 
growing settlements. The movement 
began appearing on the scene when 
peace negotiations between Israel 
and Egypt seemed stalled. A letter 
was sent to Prime Minister Begin, 
signed by 348 army reserve officers, 
expressing grave concern over what 

appeared to be a deadlock in negotiations that could lead to another war if not resolved. The 
letter was published and tens of thousands of people across the political spectrum began to 
organize, demonstrate and demand “peace now” with the belief that this was the moment to 
seize the opportunity to come to an agreement with Egypt and other willing Arab states and 
give land for peace and put a stop to the widespread settlements in the the area that was Jordan 
before the ‘67 war.
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The narrator of the film says, “THE ACTIVISTS OF PEACE NOW OPPOSED THE SETTLERS’ 
VISION OF A GREATER ISRAEL, INSISTING THAT SETTLEMENT WAS AT ODDS WITH 
ZIONISM’S CALL FOR A DEMOCRATIC JEWISH STATE.   

Discuss the tension between Greater Israel’s vision of settling the newly acquired land after 
’67 and the idea of a “Democratic Jewish State”. 

Ruth Gavison:
My vision of Zionism is implemented and validated when the Jews have what they need to 
have in terms of territorial base and majority status to maintain self-determination. When they 
have that, they have exhausted their claim.

Israel Harel:
If we do not have an historical right for the land of Israel, if the Bible is not our reference for 
the ownership of this land, then we really don’t have any rights here. You don’t need to be 
religious for this, you just need to be a nationalist, you need to know Jewish history. Otherwise 
- really, we just stole this land from the Arabs.

Think, Pair, Share
Have students write a response to these two voices. Who do you feel most in agreement with? 
Is there another vision or idea aside from these two that they can think of? Find a partner 
who has a different view than you and discuss why you each feel the way you do. Open the 
discussion to the whole class to hear what conversation went on around the room. Discuss the 
perspective opposite your own.

Optional Activity
 Have students research either Gush Emunim and Peace Now ideologies and allow them to 
hold a debate for the class.

Final thought: In the film, Meron Benvenisti, former Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem, said:
The question was at that time, and still is: How can you reconcile the attachment, affinity to 
the land, with the idea that there’s another people there? And what is the limit of your senti-
mental feelings towards that land and the need to possess the land? Discuss. 
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Part IV

(1:50:14-2:08:21)

The last two sections of Colliding Dreams bring us forward from the struggle for peace in the 
aftermath of the ’67 and ’73 wars to the present, where we are confronted with the new reali-
ties of expansion of settlements in Gaza and the West Bank. These new realities put the Israelis 
in conflict with not only the Palestinians but each other. The PLO, the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, continued to reject Israel’s right to exist. In 1987, with ever more settlements 
cropping up, Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank  spontaneously rose up to challenge the 
settlements and the occupation.  What became known as the Intifada (uprising in English) was 
initially led by ordinary Palestinians, including children and women. By avoiding PLO tactics 
like bombings, and instead using stones to counter the Israeli forces, the Palestinians  drew 
wide sympathy among a large swath of the Israeli public.  Though, in time, the PLO would 
help direct the uprising, it maintained its grassroots tactics and convinced many Israelis that 
the continual building of settlements was unjust. By the end of the five years, despite the urg-
ing of a large segment of the Israeli population for return of land for peace and protests and 
attacks by Palestinians, there were 300,000 settlers living in Gaza and the West Bank and it 
became clear that under these circumstances, long-term stability and peace were going to be 
more difficult if not impossible. There was pressure now from the peace activists in Israel led 
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by the Peace Now movement and the Palestinian people to accept a two-state solution and the 
partition of the land, with Israel having the larger part of historic Palestine. The Palestinians 
began a peace initiative in 1992 and Peace Now rallied for an agreement. Yitzhak Rabin and 
the Labor Party returned to power and a year later negotiations between Israel and the PLO 
began in Oslo, Norway. With a pro-partition orientation, supported by the Palestinian Nation-
al Movement and Peace Now, the Oslo signing ceremony took place on September 13, 1993 
under Rabin’s leadership with the hope that peace would come within Israel and Israel would 
be accepted by the Arab world. This peace accord was strongly opposed by the more radical 
Palestinian groups including Hamas as well as Islamic Jihad. Both groups wanted no part of a 
settlement with Israel. Finally the settlers’ movement of Gush Emunim was determined to stay 
put in the settlements and continue control over the West Bank and Gaza.

Hillel Halkin

The Intifada, I think, really made it clear to everyone in this country that as long as you had 
two populations that were living in this country and that one was oppressing the others as 
we Jews are oppressing the Arabs, that you could not possibly have long-term stability or-or 
peace—which had perhaps been the illusion of many, many Israelis until then.

Khalil Shikaki
The minute Palestinians essentially accepted partition, they accepted the idea that Jews will live 
in the larger part of historic Palestine, and that Palestinians will have their own self-determi-
nation in the remaining part. This is not something that was easy for the Palestinians. It took 
them 60, 70, 80 years to come to terms with that.

Hanan Ashrawi
We took an initiative and we wrote what we called the Peace Initiative, the Peace Offensive. 
And we went to the PLO and said, “Now you must accept the two-state solution, accept the 
partition of the land.”

 Gershom Gorenberg
For the first time there was a mutual recognition between the PLO and Israel and I think on a 
deeper level between Palestinian nationalism and Jewish nationalism.

Yitzhak Rabin
I believe I am living in a unique moment in time. There is an opportunity, truly, to achieve 
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a change in our relationship between us and the Arab world, between us and our neighbors, 
between us and the Palestinians.  There is an opportunity to change the terms of the conflict 
Let’s not waste resources on these settlements, to invest in them. Sometimes, you have to  bring 
things into focus , forcefully, sometimes harshly, to make concrete what you believe.

Avishai Margalit
Rabin is a paradigmatic sabra. The generation that carried the Independence War. And what he 
presented is that partition is part and parcel of Zionism. It’s not a concession. Not ruling over 
the Arabs. That was for him– that’s something that he really believed.

What risk do the Palestinians take at this point in the conflict? What risk do the Israelis take? 
How do these perspectives affect the Zionist narrative?

Moshe Halbertal says:
You have growing mutual recognitions of the two nations. But here is the tragedy-as this shift 
went along, mistrust grew. And mistrust grew because these two groups had differences be-
tween them. And they used their extremes as a leverage in managing that difference. So we did 
it with the settlements. And they did it with Hamas.
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Part IV, Lesson One

Discuss
Is there common ground between the Israeli Government and the PLO at this moment in his-
tory? Is there a connection between the settlements and Hamas?

Activity: Fish Bowl
There are four major factions in this argument:
The PLO
Gush Emunim and the Settlers Movement
Hamas and Islamic Jihad
Peace Now and its supporters

Have students break into one of the four groups and assign them one of the four above groups 
to research. (Give students time to find documents and texts to explain the ideas of the group 
they are in). Place 4 chairs in a circle and have one student from each group sit in a circle while 
other sit outside the circle and watch. Ask students to explain the point of view of the group 
they are in and the rationale that this group gives for this particular point of view. Let each 
person on the inside circle present their group’s argument and discuss it until someone from 
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the outside circle wants to join in 
to further the conversation. They 
then tap someone from his/her 
group and replaces them in the 
circle. Continue until every one 
who wants to join and discuss has 
had a chance to do so.

Although students are not expect-
ed to agree with their group, ask them what they have learned about the other perspectives 
from the conversations and then think and write it.

Saman Khoury
And here let me tell you a nice debate that went on.  We wanted to leaflet the Israeli soldiers in 
the occupied territories. And we wanted to say, “Go home.” And you should see the debate that 
went on between us. Because people would ask, “Where’s home?” Some would say Poland. And 
they say, “What? You want this poor young boy,” whoever it is –To think that if he’s leaving Ra-
mallah, it’s like also leaving Tel-Aviv, that’s problematic. It took us time until we set our mind 
that “go home,” means East Jerusalem is not your home. West Jerusalem is your home.

Explain what he means by this statement. What is he saying about Jewish nationalist claims 
to the land?

In the film, Aryeh Eldad, a West Bank 
settler, says: 
This is not a territorial conflict. This is 
a religious war. This is an idealogical 
clash… I am here because of God’s prom-
ise to the Jewish people. I am here because 
of the Bible, and that’s why no border on 
the map is going to cure it. {the problem}.

Explain what he means by this statement. Does his statement support any of the groups that 
were previously discussed? 
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Ruth Gavison says: I find these invo-
cations of divinity, especially when 
they justify or seemingly justify doing 
things that I accept as immoral, I find 
them frightening and infuriating, be-
cause I feel that they are taking part of 
the strength of my cause from me.

Discuss
What are the differences of opinion between Ruth Gavison and Areyeh Eldad? Do either of 
these opinions resonate with you? Why or why not?
Hanan Ashrawi, PLO Executive Committee says:
When you create such a messianic force, and you give it so much power and privilege, ulti-
mately it will turn against anybody who threatens that privilege, whether it is Palestinian or 
whether it is Israeli or Jewish.

Discuss
How do her words align with Ruth Gavison or Aryeh Eldad? What might be the danger of a 
messianic force Hanan Ashrawi is talking about?

After the Oslo Accords, the tensions mounted in Is-
raeli society between the settler movement and others 
who believed they had both a right and an obligation 
to keep the land they acquired during the Six-Day 
War as opposed to those who had the belief that trad-
ing land for peace was the only desired outcome and 
solution. However, due to a rise in terrorist attacks 
in 1994, headed by Hamas and the Islamic Jihad in 
opposition to the PLO’s policy of conciliation with 
Israel, there was an eroding of trust in the Oslo Accords by mainstream Israelis and there was 
a move to the right by the more mainstream Israeli public. As tensions within Israeli society 
increased Prime Minister Rabin was blamed.
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As journalist Gershom Gorenberg states in the film in response to the Rabin assassination on 
Nov. 4, 1995:
I think it was an internal civil conflict that turned violent between the conception of Zionism, 
which says that the goal is the creation of Jewish self-determination, and a conception of Zi-
onism that says that there’s not only a right but an obligation to have the whole land; and if the 
government doesn’t do that, it has failed in its obligation and action must be taken against it. 
Yigal Amir, the individual Jew who assassinated Yitzhak Rabin, was the ultimate representative 
of that view.

The assassination of Prime Minister Rabin was another turning point in Israel’s brief history. 
There had never been a political assassination or attempted assassination of an Israeli leader 
within Israel before. There was tremendous shock across the country and, as a result, the right 
briefly became less extreme and there was hope that Shimon Peres, Rabin’s successor, would 
continue on the path Rabin followed. The Oslo II Accords were carried forth and the Israeli 
army withdrew from West Bank cities in 1995. These cities were transferred to PLO control 
and under prime minister Ariel Sharon, 8,000 settlers were removed from the Gaza Strip in 
2005. Yet there were still tensions over the Jewish settlements in the West Bank (still consid-
ered disputed territory), the status of Jerusalem, and the status of the Palestinians who wanted 
to return to the land after the evacuation in 1948.

Rabbi Yoel Bin-Nun, a settler in Gush Etzion said it this way:
I’m not prepared to go against the State and against the governments, and I’m not ready to 
leave the land of Israel and the settlements. It’s difficult. But, if we’ve reached the murder of the 
Prime Minister of Israel, then we really were on the edge of the abyss, like in the days of the 
Bible, when the tribal nations of Judah and Israel…like that. All these wars of Jew against Jew.

Discuss
What historical/biblical references might Bin-Nun have been making here? Can you think of 
some he might be referring to?  What do you see as some of the similarities and difference in 
the biblical references you have found? 
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CODA

The Zionist Dilemma (2:08:21-2:13:46)

In the coda of the film, we are left with both hope and uncertainty about Israel’s future pros-
pects for peace. Israel is a thriving democratic nation with a robust economy and scientific, 
medical and technological innovations that are known world-wide. She has successfully re-
ceived and absorbed waves of immigrants in the 1990’s-2000’s, including one million from 
the former Soviet Union and over 85,000 Ethiopian immigrants. Jews from other parts of the 
world have immigrated to Israel over the last decades as well. Yet real peace and security have 
still not been achieved, despite peace treaties with Egypt and Jordan. The Second Intifada 
(2000-2005) after the failure of peace talks between Israel and the PLO included suicide bomb-
ings and the building of the separation wall and further eroded trust between the two sides. 
Israel faces threats from both within Israel and the Arab world, particularly Iran whose nuclear 
capabilities raise a constant concern. Wars and suicide bombings are always a possibility. Yet 
the expansion of settlements continues, with over 400,000 currently living in the West Bank, 
and the divide within Israeli society between those who believe the entire land of Greater Israel 
is theirs and those who believe the only way for peace to be obtained and to keep the demo-
cratic spirit alive is to create a Palestinian state.

Mordechai Bar-On tells how the passage of time has changed things for him, At one time he 
wished the Arabs away and now he has a Palestinian son-in-law, whom he describes lovingly as 
“the same kind of man as we are.”
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He says:
“I am now 83 years old. If I look back 
to the 83 years of my life, I wouldn’t 
trade my life for any other life. I 
wouldn’t trade that language that I 
use for any other language. I wouldn’t 
trade the land in which I grew up for 
any other land. 

At the same time, I think that the greatest blindness of Zionism throughout history was to not 
recognize that there is another nation who lives here, another nation that eventually, like every 
modern nation, will become also desirous of having a state of its own.”
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Part V, Lesson 1

 Where do we go from here?

Discuss
Is there a paradox here? If so, what is it?

Yuli Tamir takes us back to the idea of Jewish Nationalism- the idea that every people deserves 
a place to call home. It was part of the movement in the late 19th and early 20th century, that 
was not just for the Jews but many other people across the globe, and continues until today. Yet 
she says: “All national myths are fiction. For Jews, for Arabs, for Christians. It’s all about fiction. 
There’s nothing– Nothing is true in the field of nationalism. I mean, it’s true that Jews were 
here, and we know from archaeological and historical and biblical evidence that Jews were 
here. This…doesn’t really give them a right. This whole idea that because you had some myth-
ological contact to a piece of land, you have a right for that land. It’s a 19th century myth. But it 
works.”

“That’s the magic of nationalism. It really works. People really believe in it and are motivated 
to– you know, like love. That’s the way it works. People are ready to die for it, and they believe 
it’s important to them. And that makes it, in itself, important.”

Discuss
What does Yuli Tamir mean when she says all national myths are fiction? What are some of 
the other historical national movements? How would you compare and/or contrast them with 
the desire for a Jewish homeland in Israel? What national myths operate in American soci-
ety?

The film concludes with the voice of author Hillel Halkin:
“To me, Zionism is really a heroic attempt to put Jewish history on a new and better and more 
interesting basis. If it fails, then as far as I’m concerned, we have failed. Zionism and the state 
of Israel are an opportunity that is beyond all dreams. If we blow this opportunity, then as far 
as I’m concerned, we don’t deserve to go on.”

When Hillel Halkin says Zionism is really a heroic attempt to put Jewish history on a new and 
better and more interesting basis, do you believe it has? If so, how?
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Activity
Four Corners (from the Facing History and Ourselves website: www.facinghistory.org)

Arguments for One-State solution
1.  The religious argument for Jews to retain the land in its entirety. 
• Interpretation of Jewish law that says Jews must seek to control the entire land and cannot give 

up what God has restored to them.

2. The religious argument against retaining control of the land in its entirety.
• Interpretation of Jewish law which places peace (shalom)and saving lives (pikuach nefesh) 

before ruling the land in perpetuity (Cf. Oz v’Shalom)

3. The secular argument for retaining land in its entirety.
• Jews’ historical and natural right to the land as greater than others’ rights - The “legal argu-

ment” from the Balfour declaration, from the intention of the Mandate
• The security argument which sees the land in its entirety as necessary for defense purposes (i.e. 

to avoid enabling potentially dangerous and hostile Palestinian populations to take root on the 
mountain ridge that overlooks the coastal plain where most Israelis reside)

4. The secular argument against one state and for a two state portioning of the land.
• There are two peoples here with equal dignity and equal rights and who are equally deserving 

of realizing their aspirations to national determination in that land that each regards as home
• Only a two state solution would give Israel a chance to live peaceably with its neighbors, since 

the frustration of Palestinian national aspirations is (or has become) the core of the Arab-Is-
raeli conflict. Otherwise, so long as Israel frustrates these aspirations, the Palestinians and the 
wider Arab world/Islamic world will remain enemies of the Zionist state.

• Only a smaller Jewish majority state in one part of Palestine has the chance of remaining Jew-
ish and a liberal democracy. A single state in the whole of Palestine could be either be Jewish 
or liberal-democratic, but could not be both. This was Ben-Gurion’s rationale for accepting 
partition and the creation of the Jewish state in only a part of Palestine.

Setting up the Four Corners activity:
A Four Corners debate requires students to show their position on a specific statement (strong-
ly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree) by standing in a particular corner of the room. This 
activity elicits the participation of all students by requiring everyone to take a position. 
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Procedure
1. Prepare the Room 
2. Label the four corners of the room with signs reading “Strongly Agree,” “Agree,” “Disagree,” 

and “Strongly Disagree.” Using the above arguments, generate a list of debatable statements 
related to the material being studied. Statements that are most likely to encourage discus-
sion typically elicit nuanced arguments (e.g., “This might be a good idea some of the time, 
but not all of the time”), represent respected values on both sides of the debate, and do not 
have one correct or obvious answer. Examples of effective “Four Corners” statements in-
clude the following:

• The needs of the larger society are more important than the needs of the individual.
• Individuals can choose their own destiny; their choices are not dictated or limited by the 

constraints of society.
• One should always resist unfair laws, regardless of the consequences.
• I am only responsible for myself.
3. Introduce Statements
4. Distribute all four statements/arguments and give students the opportunity to respond to 

them in writing. Many teachers distribute a graphic organizer or worksheet that requires 
students to mark their opinion (strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree) and then 
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provide a brief explanation.
5. Four Corners Discussion
After students have considered their personal response to the statements, read one of the 
statements aloud and ask students to move to the corner of the room that best represents their 
opinion. Once students are in their places, ask for volunteers to justify their position. When 
doing so, they should refer to evidence from history, especially from material they learned in 
this unit, as well as other relevant information from their own experiences. Encourage students 
to switch corners if someone presents an idea that causes a change of mind. After a representa-
tive from each corner has defended his or her position, you can allow students to question each 
other’s evidence and ideas. Before beginning the discussion remind students about norms for 
having an open and respectful discussion of ideas. Have students do this for each of the four 
arguments.

When Hillel Halkin says Zionism is really a heroic attempt did you believe it has and if so how? 
Reference the contradiction. What contradictions have you seen throughout the film? Do you 
have contradictions in contemporary society that  you can’t reconcile?

The dilemmas the film raises leave us with the nagging question of what is the vision and goal 
of the Zionist dream? Is it Jewish sovereignty over the whole land and thus over all its inhab-
itants or the creation of a Jewish majority with sovereignty over only part of the land with a 
Palestinian state existing alongside Israel? It was decided once with the Partition Plan in 1947, 
which Israel and the Jewish Agency accepted. However, this issue came to the forefront again 
with the Six Day War and Israel’s clear victory in 1967. This war unleashed forces within Israel 
that contradicted the idea of partition and withdrawal from areas captured in that war for the 
sake of security, for the idea of settlements, and for the sake of Messianic dreams. On the other 
side, there has been the push to withdraw from at least some of the territories (and Israel has 
already withdrawn from Sinai and Gaza) occupied by Israel in order to secure an end to the 
conflict and to free Israel from the dangers that have ensued, and from the greater dangers that 
are sure to come in the future from an occupation without end.

Since the election of Yitzhak Rabin in 1992, and the Oslo Agreement with the Palestinians in 
1993 when the Palestinian National Authority was created, the talks have continued on and off 
for 25 years. The issue of the future of the territories and the possibility of an Israeli withdrawal 
has been at the very center of Israeli politics, bringing to the fore once again the Zionist dilem-
ma that has lurked in the background since the beginning of modern Zionism. The bitterest 
expression of these “colliding dreams” was the assassination of Rabin in 1995. 
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And, of course, there are extremists on the Palestinian side as well, who have also shown a 
readiness to use violence and who have done so repeatedly in an attempt to thwart any move-
ment by any party toward an agreement to a two-state solution. On both sides, then, there are 
groups that clearly prefer a one-state solution on their own terms and some of these groups 
will stop at nothing to impede any movement toward a two state solution.

It obviously takes two to make peace, but the focus of this film is the dilemma within Israel. 
What will it take to attain the peace and security that would allow future generations to grow 
up without the threat of constant war and terror? Whose dreams will need to be compromised 
and what sacrifices might need to be made? Will all the factions in Israel, both Arab and Jew, 
be willing to pursue a peace that has no guarantees attached in a hope for a better future? Why 
do you think the film is entitled “Colliding Dreams”? Whose dreams are colliding?  What 
difference does understanding this history make for us? What has it added to your under-
standing? How does it change things for you?
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Who’s Who in the Film

A. B. YEHOSHUA, (Author) Internationally recognized writer, Yehoshua has 
also been a leading critic of West Bank settlement from its inception and a 
member of Peace Now.
 
ANITA SHAPIRA (Historian, Tel Aviv University) One of Israel’s most dis-
tinguished historians of Zionism and of the Israeli Labor Party and its an-
tecedents. Shapira is the daughter of Holocaust survivors and a strong critic 
of religious extremism.
 
ARYEH ELDAD (Former member of Parliament, West Bank Settler) The 
son of Israel Eldad, a member of Lehi, also known as the Stern gang, a group 
of terrorists dedicated to getting the British out of Palestine. Like his father, 
Aryeh Eldad is on the far right of the Israeli political spectrum and in favor of 
annexing the West Bank to Israel.
 
AVISHAI MARGALIT (Professor, Philosophy Dept., Hebrew University) A 
distinguished intellectual, whose parents were early socialist Zionist Pioneers. 
Margalit fought in the Six Day War. He has been an outspoken and articulate 
critic of the settlement movement and among the earliest critics of Israeli 
Settlement building in the West Bank.

BENNY MORRIS (Historian, Ben Gurion University) He is Israel’s foremost 
historian of the 1948-49 war and the Palestinian refugee issue. Morris is a 
man of the left.
 
GADI TAUB (Historian, Author) He is the grandson of Zionist socialist 
pioneers who teaches at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He has written 
fiction and non-fiction, including a book critical of the Settler movement. He 
is a proponent of the two-state solution.
 
GALIA GOLAN (Professor of Government, IDC Herzilya University) An 
American Jew who made Aliyah in 1966. She is a leading member of the 
Israeli Left and longtime activist in Peace Now.
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GERSHOM GORENBERG (Journalist) An American Jew who made Aliyah 
to Israel in 1977. He has written books on the history of the occupation of the 
West Bank and the future of Israel. A religious Jew, he is a strong critic of the 
settler movement. 
 
GEULA COHEN (Former Member of Parliament/Knesset) The daughter of 
early Yemenite pioneers to then-Palestine at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, Cohen was imprisoned by the British for her underground activities 
during the Mandate period. She is woman of the right and a strong propo-
nent of Israel’s right to the West Bank.

GIDEON SHIMONI (Historian, Hebrew University, author of The Zionist 
Ideology) Shimoni is a historian of Zionism’s intellectual history.
 
HANAN ASHRAWI (PLO Executive Committee) Long time member of the 
PLO whose specialty has been public and media relations. Her family fled 
then-Palestine during the 48-49 war. She was an early supporter of peace 
talks with Israel but has become a fierce critic in recent years.

HILLEL HALKIN (Author, translator) An American born Jew who made 
Aliyah to Israel in 1970 and now lives in Zichron Ya’akov. Halkin is a histo-
rian, translator and political commentator in the center right of the political 
spectrum.
 
JAFAR FARAH (Director, Mossowa Center) A civil rights advocate on behalf 
of Israel’s Palestinians, his organization also provides services to Palestinians. 
He is a strong supporter of a one state solution that would be neither Jewish 
or Palestinian.
 
KHALIL SHIKAKI (Director, Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Re-
search) A leading Palestinian pollster, he is also an outspoken advocate for 
Palestinian history and rights and a two state solution.
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KOBI SHARETT (Director, The Moshe Sharett Heritage Society) He is the 
son of Moshe Sharett, Israel’s second Prime Minister. Like his father, Sharett 
is a strong critic of Israel’s treatment of Palestinians both within Israel and 
without. He is a critic of the settler movement.
 
MERON BENVENISTI (Former Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem) Now a writer 
and critic, Benvenisti has become a strong critic of Israeli policy, Zionism and 
the treatment of Palestinians and the erasure of Palestinian history.
 
MORDECAI BAR-ON (Author, Historian) He is the son of pioneers who 
came to pre-state Palestine. Bar-On was a member of HaShomer Hatzair, 
(the young guard) a socialist Zionist youth group that originally believed in a 
bi-national state. He went to join the Haganah the pre-state force that became 
the Israeli army and fought in the 1948-49 war. In later life, he joined Peace 
Now and is a critic of the settler movement. 
 
MOSHE HALBERTAL (Professor, Philosophy Dept., Hebrew University) A 
distinguished Israeli intellectual, Halbertal comes from an orthodox religious 
background, was ordained a Rabbi and as a youth was briefly part of the 
settler movement. As an adult he has become a fierce advocate for a two state 
solution and a critic of the settler movement.
 
 MOTTI LERNER (Playwright) Son of First Aliyah pioneers and founders of 
Zichron Ya’akov, Lerner fought in the Yom Kippur War of 1973. A man of the 
Left who has been a peace activist and critic of the settler movement.

ORLY NOY (Peace Activist) Daughter of Iraqi immigrants to Israel after the 
‘48 war, she has been active in the Peace Movement and a strong critic of the 
religious right.
 
RUTH GAVISON (Professor of Law, Hebrew University) A civil rights lawyer, 
she founded the Metzilah Center to promote a democratic Jewish State. Gavi-
son has written extensively and talked widely in support of Zionism.
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 SAID ZEEDANI (Professor, Philosophy Dept., Al Quds University) An Is-
raeli Palestinian, whose family was expelled from its village during the 1948, 
he lived for years in Israel. He now lives in Ramallah in the West Bank and 
teaches in Jerusalem. He is a proponent of a compromise and has floated the 
idea of two overlapping Palestinian and Israeli states.
 
SAMAN KHOURY (General Manager, Peace and Democracy Forum) A 
former member of the Palestinian National Council, Khoury was a leader 
during the first Intifada in 1987. He is now a peace activist living in East Jeru-
salem.
 
SAMIH AL-QASSEM (1939-2014, Palestinian Israeli Poet) He was one of the 
great poets of Palestinian culture, who became part of a generation of Pales-
tinian poets whose work helped unify Israeli Palestinians after 1948.

SARI NUSSEIBEH (President, Al Quds University) A leading Palestinan 
writer and spokesman, his father and uncle were leaders of the Palestinian 
national movement in pre-state Palestine. Nusseibeh was a leader of the first 
Intifada.

WALID MULA (The Duroob Institute) A civil rights advocate, and member 
of Israel’s Druze community, he has also been involved in Palestinian Israeli 
education.
 
YARIV BEN-AHARON, (Writer, member, Kibbutz Rosh HaNikra) The son of 
early Zionist pioneers, he is a leading Zionist educator who runs a program 
introducing young people to the history of Zionism after they finish their 
military service.
 
YEHOUDA SHENHAV (Professor, Sociology Dep’t., Tel Aviv University) The 
son of Iraqi immigrants to Israel after the 1948 war, Shenhav is a man of the 
left. He is a proponent of an overlapping two state solution for Palestinians 
and Jews allowing each people to live wherever they would like in Israel/Pal-
estine.
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YISRAEL HAREL (Founder, Yesha Settlers’ Council) He a Holocaust survi-
vor, who was also an early settler to the West bank after the Six Day War. He 
has also been an articulate and forceful spokesman for the settler movement 
and a political leader of the movement.

YOEL BIN-NUN (Rabbi, Author) He is the son of Holocaust survivors who 
became a follower of Rav Yehuda Kook who believed that settling the West 
Bank is a divine mission. Bin-Nun and his wife were among the first West 
Bank settlers after the Six Day war. Bin-Nun has been critical of religious 
extremism in the settler movement and a believer in dialogue with left wing 
critics.

YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI (Journalist) An American Jew, son of a Holocaust 
Survivor, Klein Halevi made Aliyah to Israel in 1982. A journalist and histo-
rian, Klein Halevi served in the army during the First Intifada. His views are 
center right.

YULI TAMIR (President, Shenkar College), Daughter of a family of early Zi-
onist political leaders, she has been a Labor Member of Knesset and Minister 
of Education. She was a founder of the Peace Now movement which has been 
a leading critic of the settler movement.
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JAN DARSA is former Director of Jewish education at Facing 
History and Ourselves. She facilitates workshops, seminars, and 
other professional development programs for teachers across the 
country and in Israel and provides follow-up consultations for 
individual teachers and schools. She has devel-oped a curriculum 
designed for educators in Jewish day schools and supplementary 
schools entitled Jews of Poland. She has writ-ten numerous 
articles on Holocaust education and most recently co-authored a 
book entitled “Sacred Texts, Modern Questions: Connecting 
Ethics and History Through A Jewish Lens. Darsa re-ceived a B.A. 
in English literature from the University of California at Berkeley 
and an M.Ed. from Boston University and has studied Hebrew 
and Jewish Studies at the World Union of Jewish Students in 
Israel. She has been a Jerusalem Fellow, studying education and 
Jewish studies. She has been a scholar-in-residence in Cape Town, 
South Africa.

JOSEPH DORMAN is a winner of television’s prestigious George 
Foster Peabody Award for excellence.  He wrote and directed 
Arguing the World.  The New York Times described it as “enthrall-
ing…  one of the deepest portraits of… of ideas ever filmed.” His 
film Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in the Darkness was one of the 
top grossing documentaries of 2011. Colliding Dreams was de-
scribed as “Compelling and Engrossing,” by Kenneth Turan in the 
Los Angeles Times, “A great documentary,” by Variety. Mr. Dorman 
writes for The New York Times Book Review and other 
publications. His books includeArguing the World: The New York 
Intellectuals in their Own Words (2001) and the forthcoming 
When Ideas Mat-tered, The Nathan Glazer Reader.

Filmmakers & Study Guide Writer
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Oren Rudavsky is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship. Ru-
davsky is currently producing the NEH funded American Masters 
documentary: Joseph Pulitzer: Voice of the People as well Witness 
Theater a film chronicling a workshop between holocaust survi-
vors and high-school students.  Joseph Pulitzer will be on PBS in 
April, 2019. His films Colliding Dreams co-directed with Joseph 
Dorman, and The Ruins of Lifta co-directed with Menachem 
Daum, were released theatrically in 2016. Colliding Dreams was 
broadcast on PBS in 2018. His film A Life Apart: Hasidism in 
America was short-listed for the Academy Awards and his film 
Hiding and Seeking was nominated for an Independent Spirit 
award. Both were broadcast nationally on PBS. 
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Educator Study Guide and Film 

Endorsements

“I recommend this study guide to Colliding Dreams to any school, organization or educator. It 
provides much needed philosophical and historical context, unpacking crucial aspects of the social 
and intellectual narrative of the remarkable story of Jews and Arabs as they struggled to achieve 
their goals and as they encountered one another. This material will help a teacher improve their 
own learning, and become a more effective educator in the process. This film and study guide will 
give teachers the opportunity to talk about virtually any aspect of the history and ideas of Zionism 
and the State of Israel.”
 

 — David Starr

 Founder, Tzion

 Visiting Research Associate, Tauber Institute for the Study of European Jewry, Brandeis University

“This study guide is an invaluable resource that compliments and transforms the film Colliding 
Dreams into a learning opportunity for those who want to understand the evolution of Zionism 
throughout history. It enables teachers to deconstruct the themes brought up in the movie, and 
students to understand the compelling views about Zionism that impact so many aspect of our 
lives even today.”

 — Lidia Turner

 Israel Education, Milken Community Schools

 Los Angeles, California
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“I am so impressed with the Colliding Dreams study guide... it is very teachable and fits nicely 
into the Zionist history curriculum...  It provides students the opportunity to explore the identities 
and philosophies of some of the Zionist thinkers, analyze the wording and subtext of the Balfour 
Declaration, and examine the White Paper from an Arab and Jewish perspective. I’m sure those 
activities would only be deepened by viewing segments of the film and utilizing the guiding ques-
tions and prompts in the guide. The additional texts included (the Amichai poem and others) are 
well chosen and will also foster rich discussion and writing. I especially appreciate the final section 
of the guide (“Where do we go from here?”) since it emphasizes the fact that the film Colliding 
Dreams and any deep study of Zionist history yields more questions than answers, especially as 
we look to the future.“ 

 — Rachel Malamud-Heching

 Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy

 Overland Park, Kansas

“This study guide is a dream come true.  I have been teaching a course on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in a Jewish Day School for many years, but what has been lacking is a film that does not 
provide simple answers, but rather reveals the sheer complexity of the conflict. Next year, I plan to 
build my entire course around this film and the accompanying study guide to challenge my stu-
dents’ thinking about Israel and possible solutions to the conflict.”

 — Jeffrey Ellison

 Bernard Zell Anshe Emet Day School

 Chicago, Illinois

“Colliding Dreams is magnificent. Beautifully crafted; balanced, incredibly informative.”  

 — John Ruskay

 Exec VP Emeritus, UJA Federation of NY
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“Our high school and college student 
desperately need the opportunity to see 
Israel’s story not as propaganda but as 
a complex and nuanced story.  Collid-
ing Dreams is a door-opener. Kivunim 
already uses the film as the centerpiece of 
a completely revised Middle East studies 
course.”

 — Peter Geffen

 Founder, Kivunim and Abraham Joshua   

 Heschel School

“Thank you for this dedicated, most com-
plicated, grace-filled film. I have more of 
a sense of Israel than I have had in my 57 
years--and much more a sense of authen-
tic connection because of that”.

 — Jess Greenbaum

 poetry editor

“Honest, searching, affectionate, re-
spectful, critical. A rare and tremendous 
educational vehicle. At the same time this 
is not propaganda.”

 —  Rabbi Jeremy Kalmonofsky

 Congregation Ansche Chesed

“A Significant Cinematic Achievement”

 — Hollywood Reporter

“Subtle. Thoughtful. Compelling.”
 

 — Jewish Week

“Faultless in explaining why Zionism, and 
why it created a trap from which no exit 
now appears visible.”
 

 — Nathan Glazer, Co-Author Beyond   

 the Melting Pot

“A tour de force.  The editing is brilliant, 
the images powerful, the message unmis-
takable.”

 — Uri D. Herscher, Founding Pres &   

 CEO, Skirball Cultural Center

“A must see. Not only for Jews, but for 
non-Jews and even those who have issues 
with the existence of Israel.”

 — Unseen Films
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